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is an individuslist could farm at the beck
end call of authority all the time. If they
were men such as some turned out to be after
the 1914-18 war, they might rush into par-
ticipation in soldier settlement for the mere
sake of a home and some temporary occu-
pation, As we saw in connection with the
last war, when sueh individuals found that
work on the Iand was not all millz and honey,
they went elsewhere. That is what may hap-
pen this time if we have this type of soldier
settlement. Although T hope that the long
view will prevail with respect to the settle-
ment of soldiers on the land, I cannot say
that I hope, with any degree of confidenece,
that it will eventnally prevail.

With a proper, sensible approach to the
problem, much could be achieved of advan-
tage to the country as a whole. I do mnot
want it to be thought that I do not appre-
ciate much that is embodied in the report
of the Rural Reconstruction Commission, be-
cause I do. The weskness in the report, as
I see it, i3 inevitable because it appears to
make finance and supervision paramount.
The members of the Commission have viewed
the industry largely from an office chair,
and I consider that, with more consideration
and practical knowledge applied to the
problems, the diffieulties eould be overcome.
Before I conclude there is one other hope
I would like to express and it is that now
that the Referendum has been disposed of—
I think we can take it that it has been dis-
posed of—the State Government will depart
from its attitude, or from what has appeared
to be its attitude ever since I have been a
member of Parliamernt, of abrogating prae-
tically all its responsibilities and allowing
the State Parliament to drift along while all
its anthority is passed to the Commonwealth
Government in respect of practically every-
thing that comes before the Legislature.

Now that the expressed opinion of the
people of Australia has been obtained—it
must be realised that it was an expression
of opinion respecting unifieation as well ag
in respect of the 17 specifie points—the State
Covernment will provide us, fo a consider-
ably greater degree than heretofore, with
lewisiation to consider and work to do to
advanee the welfare and development of
Whestern Australia, and that the activities of
the State Parliament will not be confined
quite so much to a bit of tinkering with exist-
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ing legislation, largely industrial, as our ex-
perience hag been during the last few years.

On motion by Hon, W. J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 555 p.m.

——ee
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2}.
BIRTH RATE.
As to Encounraging Increase.

Mr, NORTH asked the Premier:

{1) Is the national need for larger fami-
lies being handled exclusively by the Federal
Cabinet?

(2) If not, has the State Government
worked out any plans as yet?

{3} Has the State Treasurer analysed the
possible publie reaction to stiff taxation on
prosperous bachelors and childless couples
{as a post-war policy) for the benefit of
parents with more than three children?

(4) Are State recommendations for alter-
ing taxation harred while uniform taxation
is in foree?

The MINISTER J'OR WORKS replied:

{1) Not exclusively.

(2) The State Government has developed
plans in connection with housing, water sup-
plies and other essential undertakings for
the purpose of increasing development and
improving living eonditions generally with-
in the State.

(3) No, but it is thought the reaction
would be very mixed.

(4) No.

CIVIL DEFENCE.
As to Terminating A.R.P. Services.
Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Minas:
(1) Whether he will consider giving in-
structions in order to ensure that A.R.P. per-
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sonnel are not further called upon for exer-
cises and other services, which at present
bave every appearance of being unneces-
sary, in view of the improved war situation
and the consequent relaxation of lighting re-
strictions, the re-instalment of glass shop
windows, the abandonment of numerous air
raid shelters, and the removal of fire-fighting
equipment from a number of buildings?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Is he aware that many AR.P. war-
dens are resigning from their positions and
from the reserve on account of the fore-
going, and the fact that they regard this
step ag the only escape from the present
situation ¥

The MINISTER replied:

{1), (2) and (3) AR.P. precautions
generally are being reviewed. Already con-
siderable reductions in same have been made,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day—Amendment.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[4.35]: I join with other members in con-
gratulating you, Mr. Speaker, on your re-
election to the Chair. With repard to that
position I would like to offer a few com-
ments. In my opinion there should be com-
pulsory nomination for the position from
all parties in the House, and either a pre-
ferential or an exhaustive ballot taken. I
consider, further, that the tenure of the
position should be made permanent, and
the salary inereased to that of a Supreme
Court judge. During the Committee stages
of the Commonwealth Powers Bill in
the last session it was Tregrettable to
see the Speaker called into the Cham-
ber by his Party to vote, when with-
out the Speaker’s vote—he of course
not being in the Chair then—clauses of the
(Government Bill would have been lost on
two or three oceasions. I also conmsider it
regrettable that the Chairman of Commit-
tees should be entitled to vote. I would
like to see both the positions I have men-
tioned entirely outside the realms of poli-
ties, and especially of party. The answer
to these contentions is that the Speaker
and the Chairman of Committees are above
all parties.

T do not wish to reflect in any way upon
cither the Speaker or the Chairman of
Committees; T have the greatest respect for

[ASSEMBLY.)

them; but I feel it would be inhuman to
expect you, Mr. Speaker, to vote against
the interests of your own party. In Eng-
land, I believe, though I may be corrected,
the Speaker oceupies his posiiion almost
permanently, T understand that as a rule
his seat is not contested. Therefore in
England the Speaker’s position is practi-
cdlly permanent. Like the member for
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe yesterday, I today am
speaking only because I wish to exercise
my right to apeak, lest that right be lost
through not having been taken advantage of.
There are only two oceasions in this House
on which, during a short session, we as
members can air our aspirations or express
our views; and in these days of gradually
dwindling liberty I feel it behoves us to
beware and to take advantage of eny pri-
vileges we now possess.

The new memhers have been warned by
old members that they will be disillusioned
as the vears pass by. I wish to say quite
plainly that the process of disillusionment
regarding myself started with the first
speech on the Address-in-reply delivered
here. New members feel that discourtesy is
shown to them when they make their first
speech. I am speaking generally but I he-
lieve T voice the feelings of others. During
such a speeeh other members are often not
in their places. Some rise and go oui of
the Chamber; others come into the Chamber
during the speech; some read. Members
who have eome recently to the Chamber
from districts where they were attentively
listened to naturally become mnervous, and,
if the speech made is not a written one, a
fear complex grasps the speaker who
imagines that in some way he has done
something to displease the other members of
the House. After a few sessions he realises
that what was apparent discourtesy is merely
the nataral sequence of events. Members
may be called to the phone or to see visitors.
They may have to eatch & train or go to
another meeting, and those who appear tired
may just have arrived in the Chamber after
a night’s journey without any sleep.

Mr. North: In some instances after hav-
ing travelled hundreds of miles.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Yes. With
wider experience, s new member assesses
his speech at its true valne. He no longer
wastes time in preparing a speech because
he realiges that the memhers of this House
are not an audience. He realises, too, his
inability to inflnence the House and under-
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stands that the Government has a fixed
policy and for him, as the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe put it, the House is one
of frustration rather than of legislation.

Mr. North: Then the member for York
must have been lucky with his library
proposition!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: If a member
is wise he knows that there is only one thing
he ean do. He ean work outside the House
to accomplish what he could and should do
inside the House. There are many directions
in which members of this Chamber work
cutside in the interests of the people. There
are various organisations to which they be-
long. There are kindergariens, homes for
children, homes for the aged, honse-keeper
schemes, parents and eitizens’ associations,
milk nuotritiona]l eommittees, and above all,
unions in which members c¢an take an in-
terest. The unions were formed mainly to
force the Government by direct action to
legislate so that what had been gained might
be kept. Other organisations are formed
from time to time throngh which a member
works and eventuoally forces the Government
to undertake a task which he wished it in
the first place to undertake. A member soon
realises that he has a greater influenee,
working throngh these agencies, than he has
in this Chamber. This, however, is s slow
and costly process, and I suggest to the
Government that Cabinet should be elected
from the members of this House on a pro-
portional basis, the number of electors that
each member represents being taken into
consideration. If this were done, electors
and members would have a keener interest
in polities, all the people would be repre-
sented by the Government and this Chamber
would become one of legislation rather than
of frustration.

My next point concerns the time during
which the House sits, This was also men-
tioned by the member for Beverley. I con-
sider our present system ridieulous and sug-
gest that we should sit for eight months of
the vear. That would allow memhbers who
live in country districts four months in
which to tour their constituencies. I further
suggest that expenses for aeroplane travel
should be allowed to members. Those living
in the far North or in the South or in the
East should be allowed such expenses be-
caunse onr railway system compares favour-
ably with the worst in the world, and mem-
bers should have an opportunity to reach
their destinations in the minimum amount of
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time. Again, I consider that members should
be paid on an attendance basis with a
fiberal and fixed allowance for sick leave.

The member for Roebourne yesterday
touched on a very vital question, namely, the
supply of fresh food for the North-West.
All members of this Chamber should be
deeply concerned gbout outlying districts—
those in the North-West, the South and
Tast. Tt is most difficult for people in some
of those places to obtain supplies, and it
is up to us—not one member, but every
member—to see that the member for Roe-
bourne and others representing outlying
parts are supported when they endeavour to
get Tood for the people of their distriets.
We eannot hope to settle this conntry if we
think of eily interests only. Australians
are very apt to think that Australia is a
wonderful place to live in. I believe that
many of our eountry towns and ocur outback
homes are as primitive as anything I have
seen in the world, The State Government
should financially assist road boards to sewer
all towns where there are a few hundred
people or more, and should provide allow-
ances for farmers to instal septic fanks in
the outback. Only if modern conveniences
are provided will women he persuaded to
stay on the land. Tt must be remembered
that nearly all of them have tasted the joy
of living in modern towns, and they are not
likely joyfully to retwrn to farms if the
homes there are to be as primitive as they
have been in the past.

I was very much impressed by the speech
of the memher for Murchison. He hit the
nail on the head when he spoke of girls
waiting upon servicemen while hospitals and
othe: institutions were understaffed. I do
not blame girls for leaving the asylum. I
do not blame them in the least. They left
for better conditions, for glamour, for khaki
and travel and to get away from the sordid
atmosphere that prevails at Claremont. It
is pitiable to see manpower officials going
into shops and trying to force totally un-
suitable girls to undertake the arduous work
reqoired of them at the Claremont Mental
Hospital. What is required is the provision
of better conditions and higher pay for the
nursing profession generally and especially
for nurses in asylums, I understand that
the Minister will reply on that point,

Mr. Marshall: Nol

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: T do not care
what he may say in his reply. I definitely
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asdert I would rather go to gaol than be
forced to work at the Claremont Mental Hos-
pital, because the conditions there are so
bad. It is up to the Government to improve
those conditions so that the right type of
girl will be prepared to work there. The
Commonwealth Government has endeavoured
to maintain an Army out of all proportion
to the size of Australia. I do not know how
we could expect any army to defend 11,000
miles of coastline, During the 1914-18 war
we had 300,000 soldiers fighting oversea and
100,000 men in reserve. The men oversea
fought in bottleneck areas to keep the enemy
confined there. During this war we have
90,000 men oversea and more than 100,000
men under arms in Australia. These latter
men will never see a fighting front, and yet
they have to be fed and elothed. Many of
those men were taken from the land where
they were engaged in producing foodstuffs.
It is an old story but we know of the cattle
that have been wantonly slaughtered.

In today's issue of “The West Australian”
we are told that 3,500 farmers who formerly
were engaged in producing milk have ceased
doing so during the last two years. This
at a time when Great Britain has been
pleading for food! In cobclusion, I wish
to draw attention to a local matter, 1In
Perth we have hundreds of old people, some
of them iM, without any hope of being cared
for or properly housed. Notwithstanding
that, almost within the heart of the city we
have one of the most efficiently run homes,
one that is capable of extension, where hun-
dreds of our aged sick counld be housed and
cared for if only the provision for extensions
were made possible. 1 refer to the Home

of Peace.

The Minister for Mines: There is the staff
difficulty.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Staff be

bothered!

The Minister for Mines: They have had
to shut up one ward at the Home of Peace
beeanse of the loss of staff.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: On Monday
next we are to hold & meeting to consider
the question of extensions at that institu-
tion.  Under present day conditions the
matron there has to refuse applications for
admission to the home. Daily old people are
being turned away. Those whose condition
requires urgent attention are sent to the
Perth Hospital. The cost to the Government
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of a patient sent to that institution is about
£3 a week. The Minister for Health can
correct me if I am wrong in my estimate.
The cost to the Government of each inmate
at the Home of Peace is approximately Bs.
a week. From the financial standpoint alone
it would be wise for the Government to
assist in any extension programme approved
for the Home of Peace. The institution has
plenty of land available; the parent house
is well staffed and is replete with equip-
ment,.

We as Australians are very prone to tell
the world that this is a wondoerful place to
live in. If we weve to ask some of the old
age pensioners who are sick and eannot find
a home, perhaps they would have a different!
tale to tell, At present many of them have
to find accommodation in the homes of. their
children. Perhaps the daughter is a mother
with a young infant and it may be impos-
gible for her to take care of the aged and
sick parent. If the old people are in rooms,
very often they are asked by their landlords
to find accommodation elsewhere. Certainly
if the housing problem 15 bad for the young,
it is deplorable for our aged people. I ask
the Government to come to the rescue of
these old folk who have been good eitizend
and have rendered years of service to the
State. Surely it is not a question of money
but one of simple duty to our old and
respected people.

HON. H. MILLINGTON (Mt. Haw-
thorn) : I also take advantage of this oppor-
tunity, Mr, Speaker, to congratulate you
upon being re-elected to your present high
office. My congratelations are also ex-
tended to the Chairman of Committees and
to my young friend, the member for North-
East Fremantle, who hag been elevated to
the position of Minister for Edueation. We
are all new, or renewed, members of this
Chamber because we are all of the 1943
group and are all fresh from faeing our
electors. To the new members 1 extend my
congratulations and sincerely trusc that
they will not be disillusioned. They are all
seasoned men. They have had experience
in loeal government and 1 do not think
they could be easily disillusioned. They
came here knowing what to expect and they
are men of the world. I canrot understand
people expeeting such a lot from member-
ship of Parliament nor ean I understand
those who have been here so long being dis-
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appointed. We have no complaints, no
grievanees. We have been elected with the
advantape of the confidence of the people
of our distriets. I do not know why we
need complain so long as they do not. The
new members who have participated in the
eurrant debate have shown that they have
bhad previous experience. I am sure they
will constitute a most useful addition to
the debating strength of this House and
will advance fresh idesas.

In his opening speech the member for
Nelson was refreshingly candid. He has
independent ideus and I think rightly suid
what he wished to say about the Govern-
ment und the Government institutions. T
have never held the view that those who sit
hehind the Government must necessarily in-
dulge in fulsome praise. If a man is a
membey of the Government he is ecapable of
defending himself, Certainly my experi-
ence has been that those who sit on the
Treasury Bench arc quite capable of de-
fending even their own errors. It will be
found that when everything is balanced up
the members of the Government can stand
up to all the machine-gun fire from the
Opposition and back benches—I hope not
too much will come from the latter. The
Lieut.-Governor’s Speech was new fo me
from one angle. T have heard people eriti-
cise such Speeches. After all what does
the Governor's Speech amount to? Tt is
merely a record of departmental aetivities
and sometimes an apology hecause those
netivities have not heen quite so extensive
as they might have been. That is all the
document amounts to. No Government
declares in the Speech any more than is
necessary; it simply gives an inkling of
some of the legislation that it is proposed
to introduce during the session. The mem-
ber for Brown Hiil-Ivanhoe said he had
no complaint about the Address-in-reply
because it helps to run this old machine in.
I agree with him. By the time we get
through the Address-in-reply, we are ready
to settle down to the real business of the
session,

There i no doubt ahout the number of
subjects dealt with in the Speech, but for-
tanately we may also refer to matfers not
mentioned in the Speech, and there are two
or three with which I wish to deal. Now
that the qumestion of the relationship be-
tween the Commonwealth and State Parlia-
ments has been placed before the people
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prominently, may I remind the House that
this State has not been antagonistic to any
Government of the Commonwealth. In
fact, I believe we have been most consider-
ate. I reeall the Financial Agreement. No
one approved of those proposals, but we
aceepted the agreement and in such a way
that, it afterwards received the support of
a majority of the House and the decision
of Parliament wns ratified by the people.
I am conscious of the cournge displayed by
another Government—I was sitting on the
Opposition side at the time—in presenting
the Premicrs' Plan, which also was spon-
sored by the Commonwealth Government.
T suppose that was the most objectionable
and wmost unpopular piece of legislation
ever introduced, but the fact remains that
Parliament passed it at the instance of the
Commonwealth Government and the Loan
Council.

About seven yeams ago, two proposals
were put before the people, namely, to give
the Commonwealth marketing powers and
controt of aviation. They were turned
down substantially by the pcople of Aus-
tralia. 1 believe every State rejected those
proposals.  Notwithstanding that, every
State Parliament introduced legisiation to
give the Commonwealth full control of civil
aviation, 1 myself having introdunced the
Bill in this House. It became a matter of
some contention as to whether the Common.
wesalth already had the power, but we gave
it full power not only to revise existing
regulations but also to issue new regula-
tions, and I do not think any of the regu-
lations has been the subject of complaint.
I think some people entertain a fear that
the State Parliament might be superseded
if powers stch as were asked for on Satur-
day were granted to the Commonwealth.
They fear that had the Referendum heen
carried, State Parliaments woonld have gone
out of existence, and nonsense of that sort.
As T have pointed out, however, the State
Parliaments have heen more eonsideraie to
the Commonwealth Government than have
the people of Australia.

T now come to the question of post-war
work aud rchabilitation. May I say that
the (iovernment of this State has already
placed before the Commonwesalth a list of
very important works which it considers
are worth while and would lead to the ad-
vanceraent and development of this State.
Who knows better than the State Govern-
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ment what is required in Western Austra-
lia? There appears to be an impression
that enormous new works are likely to be
put in hand. That is not the position at
all. Practically all the schemes put forward
are for extensions of existing works, such
ags water supplies. I emphasise that they
are not new but are, in almost every int
stance, extensions of existing schemes.

Mr. Doney: Not in the one big instance,
surely!

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: Yes, the one to
which the hon. member refers will be an
extension of country water supplies. In
one instance there will be a link with the
eXisting reservoir at Mundaring, and I do
not know how that ean be separated and
called a new work. For sueh works we can
reasonably expeet to receive financial as-
sistance from the pgreat Commonwealth
Government. I would never advocate the
provigion of a country water supply unless
I was satisfied that the cost to the user
would be brought within reach of the
user. First of all must be determined how
mueh he ean afford to pay, becanse no
country water scheme can be put in unless
a majority of the users agrees to the seheme.
I believe that such schemes can well he
put in hand. At the same time, they must
he provided on the basis that ne financial
burden which the users are unable to bear
will be imposed upon them. A caleulation
has to be made of the overhead charges for
head works, reticulation, interest burden
and maintenance. Then the annual cost
has to be caleulated to determine how
mueh the user can afford to pay. The other
portion of the burden will have to be borne
by the Commonwealth or the State, or
both combined. 1 think that is the prin-
ciple upon which we should insist in mak-
ing all these extensions.

I have diseussed with the Works Depart-
ment staff, and especially with the Prin-
cipal Arehitect, the problem of increasing
costs for homes. When the workers’ homes
were first put in hand, I believe ahout 1914,
a brick house could be erected for a cost
of £450 to £500. A similar house built now
would cost double the amount. Yet engin-
eering methods have improved to such an
extent that the cost of a big work would
not be greater today than it was 40 yeary
ago. I instance the eost of Mundaring
Weir and of Canning Dam, the one built
early in the century and the other nearly
40 years afterwards. Yet the actual cost
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per yard of the conerete put inio the Can-
ining Dam was about equal to that of the
Mundaring Weir, although wages at the be-
gmuing of the century were about 8s. per
day less than they are now and other costs
commensurately lower. When it comes to
housing, in which we are all interested, it
seems we have made no beadway in the
direction of adopting improved methods in
the building of ordinary cottages. In re-
spect of large buildings, new and better
engineering practice has been evolved, but
this does not apply to homes, and the con-
sequence is that the cost is getting beyond
the reach of the average man and certainly
beyond the reach of the man on the basic
wage, Therefore it seems to me that the
architeets will have to exert themselves to
cateh up to the engineers. The ecngineer
has done his job; the architeet has re-
mained where he was 40 years ago in the
matter of house building practiee.  The
methods have not improved, notwithstand-
ing that improvements have been effected
in almost every other branch of industry.
There is a challenge to the architeet and
the huilder.

I am also interested in the housing of
some of the poorer seetions of the com-
munity, and I may say that I listened with
interest to the member for Subiaco. The
Premier recently placed me on the MeNess
Housing Trust with a dear old friend, Mr.
Alfred Carson.

The Minister for Mines: I am sorry to
sny that he died this moming.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I am very sorry,
to hear it. He was a kindly man, always
engaged in charitable works, especially the
Silver Chain organisation and the MeNess
Housing Trast, and he was loved by many
of the tenants.

The Minister for Mines: He was a grand
old man.

Hon. H, MILTLINGTON: The trust now
has roughly £118,000. Ahout 200 houses
have heen built, but there is £50,000 which
conld b~ invested in homes straight away if
we could get permits to build. I think the
MeNess Trust idea is a splendid one. Old
people are placed in these homes at a low
rental or free of rent. I believe the high-
est charge is 5s. a week. Until recently,
the policy was that the oceupant should
purchase the home, but what is required
and is now the policy is to provide a home
at no rent or a very low rent and have se-
eurity of tenure. What more do they
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want? They know that they have only to
behave decently in order to have the home
for life. With the £50,000 we shall be able
to provide at least another 100 homes for
old people as soon as permits, men and
material are available.

There is another matter T wish to refer to,
the much-diseussed subjeet of motor vehicle
third-party insurance, 1 am greafly in-
terested in this matter. Earlier in the ses-
sion I asked the Minister for Works whether
he was aware that an assurance had been
given on behalf of the Government that a
comprehensive policy would be sufficient and
that it would embody the third-party lia-
bility as imposed by the new law, During
the passage of the Motor Vehicle (Third
Perty Insurance) Bill last session, I asked
the Solicitor-General specially to draft a
clause, which he did, and I think that both
the Leader of the Opposition and the mem-
ber for Nedlands were satisfied that it wounld
overcome the difficulty and that one policy
would be sufficient. However, the reply from
the Minister was not too satisfactory., He
agreed that the assurance had heen given, but
wound up by saying that the Premiums
Committee raised several difficultics. When
I asked whether the State office would issne
one policy eovering the whole liability, the
reply was that a letter had been reeeived
from the mansger of the State Insurance
Office supporting the contention of the Pre-
miums Committee that the matter was being
actively investigated. I propose to carry on
the investigation here this aftermoon. The
Premiums Committee had agreed with the
insuranee companies as to the rate to be
charged. I have no particular complaint to
make about the rate which was fixed, namely,
25s., although I think many people object
to the additional 2s. 6d. stamp duty.

Myr. Seward: That was a bit hard.

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: Yes. That is a
matter upon which we can probably ap-
proach the Government. T am not con-
cerned about that so much. I would not
expect the Minister to be able to reform the
insurance companies, as that would be rather
a big task. Insurance companies do busi-
ness in their own way. I have here an or-
dinary R.A.C. special motor vehicle policy,
and we must bear in mind that the person
insuring has no say in the terms and condi-
tions contained in it. Those are determined
by the company and we pay our premitm.
But in view of the assurance given on behalf
of the Government, I did think that the
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State Government Insurance Office had some
responsibility; yet when I received a report
issued by Mr. Taylor on behalf of the Pre-
miums Committee I found that it contained
this paragraph to which I take very strong
exception. I consider it is misleading. It
reads—

It was pointed out by the Government Actu-
ary——
It brings in the Government Actuary—
that the policy in relation to ““Act?’ liabilities
and that covering other risks, such as damage
to property and injury to passengers in private
cars, represented two distinet and independent
eontraets, which have mo legical or legal rela-
tion. -
Whai a statement for the Gevernment
Actuary to make—that they “have no logical
or legel relation.,” Every person who takes
a vehicle on to the road, particularly a
motor vehicle, at onee assumes a Hability,
whether he knows it or not. He assumed that
liability quite independently of the com-
pulsory insurance legislation that was passed.
The liability was =always there., Conse-
quently, to say that there is no logical or
legal relation between the liability that al-
ways existed and the very meagre liability
covered by this third party insurance Act,
is ridicolons. Therefore the Government
Actunry, who hy the way is not the legal
adviser of the Government, had better put
up something more substantial than this as
an objeetion, It certainly does not satisfy
me.

We certainly cannot expect insnranee eom-
panies to trouble ahout assurances given by
the Government, nor can we expect the pub-
lie to trouble about them for that matter,
but nevertheless it would be a splendid idea
for the Mimster for Works, who controls
the State Government Insurance Office, to
set about devising a policy which will cover
all liabilities. If people do not wish to
surrender their existing policies, they can at
least be issued with something in the form
of an addendum. That wonld mean they
would still hold one policy with an adden-
dum covering the additional liahility whieh 1
admit is imposed by the new law. The addi-
tional liabilities which the insurance com-
panies are called upon to ingure against are
the hit-and-run motorist and the uninsured
person. But surely it is not an insuperable
difficulty to draw up one policy embracing
all linbilities! T am told that the existing
polictes were drawn up long before the ques-
tion of compulsory third party insurance
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arose. Such policies contain reservations of
which many people are scarcely aware. One
such is ag follows:—

Liability at law for compensation for death
or bodily injury to persons caused by the use
of such vehicle, In this clause ‘‘persons’’ ghall
not include—

(1) Auy relative or friend of the insured,
ordinarily residing with the insured.
{2) Any person engaged in and upon the
sarvice of the insured at the time of
such death or bodily injury.
So the insurance companies always pro-
tected themselves. They are adepts at doing
so and in giving a person only a limifed
insurance against legal liability. There is
this to he remembered, too. I understand
about 60,000 licenses were taken out this
year, of which 50 per cent. were taken out
compulsorily under the new law. The others
were comprehensive policies. I point out
that those who had insured against all risks
are volunteers and that they are given no
consideration at all. The 30,000 conscripts
are all right, as they have got a poliey that
covers all they desire. The others have to
take out two policies and therefore ineur
additional expense and trouble.

I am not complaining particularly about
the additional rate which has been imposed.
I searcely think it generous. It is 25s., plus
stamp duty of 2s. 6d. The rate is similar
to that charged in the Eastern States, but
one has to remember that in these times of

petrol restrictions many people who have’

.tgken out licenses only get two gallons of
petrol a month, and that will not carry them
very far. Big cars get four gallons 4 month.
Another objection that the insurance com-
panies make is that they have no means of
computing the rate to be charged for third
party insurance if it is to be included in a
general poliey, I have already stated that of
the 60,000 licenses taken out this year, some
30,000 licensees had already insured only
against third party risk. I should think that
should be quite sufficient to enable the insur-
ance companies to compute what is a reason-
able cost and to decide whether a rate is
too much or too little. If they cannot deter-
mine the right eost per year with that experi-
enece, then I do not know how many more
tests they wonld want. They have & very
clear line to go upon if they so desire.

In any ease, this is my proposal to the
Minister. The mischief, as far as this licens-
ing period is concerned, is already dome. I
agree that there is some diffienlty in starting,
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and we have to be reasonable in these mat-
ters, even with insurance companies. I
wonld not like to do them an injustice.
However, another licensing period will eom-
mence on the 1st July, 1945, and will con-
tinue till the 30th June, 1946. T suggest
that for that licensing period—which is the
licensing period in Western Australia, but
not for all the States—the State Insurance
Office should issue either one policy or an
addendum to the existing policy, so that
owners of motor vehicles could pay the whole
premium at the one time, and so that the
policy would be accepted by the licensing
authorities throughout the State. That is
not asking too mueh and it is giving the
State office ample time in which to put the
matter in order and honour the undertaking
given to this House. I have always been
under the impression that even opposing
Governments honoured the obligations of
previous Governments. I feel this matter
personally. That sometbing can be done
I am as positive as I stand here. The mem-,
ber for Nedlands generously offered to dratt
2 clavse which would probably have avoided
this diffieulty and I regret that 1 did not
accept this kind offer at the time. We
could eall him in to assist and then ascertain
whether or not the State Insvranee Office,
with the help of the Crown Law Department!
and the undoubted ability of the members of
the Premiums Committee—] am not be-
littling those gentlemen in any way—ean
draw up a policy which will meet the ordin-
ary recognised liability, plus the liability
imposed under the new legislation for com-
pulsory insurance. I leave it at that.

The Government will have until the end
of next June to collect its thoughts and ask
the Premiums Committee and the Manager
of the State Insurance Office, not to devise
ways and means and excuses for not doing
it, but to rack their brains to get it done.
I was inclined to invent excuses myself when
I did not wish to do something, but I sug-
mest that the attitode of the State Insurance
Offiee should be to set an example to other
Government departments. Never let it be
said thal the State Insurance Office has
joined the ring and has no ideas outside
those of the_private insurance companies!
Under the new order, who is going to set
the pace if it is not set by the State depart.
ments. Here is a department which is not
skimped for money. It can buy the hest
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brains in Australia as far as management is
concerned. 1 am not too sure that it is not
about time that the insmrance companies
had an example set them. They will not take
any notice of the persnasive cloquence even
of Ministers or of anyone else, but they
wonld of an example. They would take
notice of the State Office if it devised ways
and means of doing this. They would fall
into line so as to get some of the business
that would go to the State Office. I leave
it at that and feel sure that the Minister
will issoe a new set of instructions, not ask-
ing them whether this can be done, but tell-
ing them that it needs to be done. I am
satisfied that it will be done becanse the men
associated with the State Office, and the
members of the Premiums Committee, are
capable men who will do this and put the
matter right.

1 want to refer to one other matter. 1
have always taken a keen interest in loeal
government. T am not one of those who
belittle local governments. We have all
heard people say that they cannot find as
much eapacity among the members of the
loeal governing bodies as anywhere else. I
have seen many who would outclass mem-
hers of the Commonwealth Parliament, any-
how. We are all concerned with loeal gov-
crnment. These are times when we are try-
ing to help people out of their difficulties.
If there is one set of organisations that has
heen struggling in this country, in partieu-
lar, for years, it is the road boards. That
statement applies also to certain munieipali-
ties, although some of them are quite
wealthy. The road boards are always having
difficult times. Not only do they have to
endeavour to colleet a general rate, but also
4 vermin rate and a health rate, ete. So
we have to do our utmost, since they get
their authority from this House, to help
them over their difficulties. What is their
great difficulty? It is the amount of money
that they are foreced to borrow. I recently
got the information as to the amount of loan
liability of the road boards throughout the
State.

We have 127 road boards, and 76 of them
have raised loans fotalling £701,000. Thet
is a substantial amount. I wanted to find
out what rate of interest they paid, and 1
discussed the matter with several road board
officials. The rate of interest is the trouble,
the annual cost. No one worries much about
the amount of capital they have horrowed,
but at the end of the year interest and sink.
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ing fund payments have to be met. One
road board has borrowed nearly £200,000,
and has an average rate of interest of 4%
per cent. Now, 414 per eent. is too high for
public bodies to pay.

Member: It is too high for anyone to pay!

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: We can talk
and theorise as much as we like, but these
road boards represent gilt-edged seeurity. 1f
the road hoards and the municipalities fail,
ther the State fails. These loans can be
classed as gilt-edged securities, just as are
Government bonds. What does the Common-
wealth Government offer to these road
boards that are paying 4% per cent.? I
think it is from 2Y per cent. to 31 per
cent. Here is an opportunity to do agein
what was done in the past. When the bur-
den became too great for the Commonwealth
and this Government we, in this House, re-
pudiated the 6 per cent. and brought it down
to 4 per cent., even in those days. There is
one fine thing that the Commonwealth has
done. It has reduced the rate of interest
that banks can pay on fixed deposit. Sav-
ings Bank interest is down to 2 per cent.
I want to know why these loeal authorities
cannot participate in the lower rates of
interest.

This is something that this Government
can take up with the Commonweslth Gov-
ernment. It would apply not only to this
State although, as I have mentioned, our
road boards alone owe £700,000 and the
municipalities, of which there are not so
many, about an equal amount. In the case
of the road boards a reduction of even 1
per cent, would effect a saving of shout
£7,000 a year, which is no small thing.
The road boards are all right at the moment
because they are receiving revenues which
they cannot spend, but that is not usnal.
Most road hoards are struggling and we
have to remember the ineredible amount of
honorary and important work they do.
Whatever else may be said about de-
centralisation, these 127 road boards truly
represent decentralisation. Because of my
association with them, and knowing the dif-
ficulties with which they are faced, I say
that this is & matter that could well be taken
up so as te relieve them of a proportion of
their interest. It can be done and it wou'd
not be a complicated matter. They all deal
with the State Treasury. Many of them
have sinking funds at the Treasury and it
would be guite a simple matter to make the
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money available to them at the popular rate
of interest today, which is certainly under
414 per eent. Some of these loans still bear
interest at 5 per cent. They were more than
5 per cent.,, bnt they have been pegged at
5 per cent. But that is too much for a local
authority to pay.

Mr. Leslie: Did the hon. memnber take any
aetion along those lines while he was a
Minister?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: My young
friend must remember that the pegging of
interest rates took place not so far distant
in the past. It may not have been brought
in by the present Commonwealth Govern-
ment, but it is eertainly quite recent. Sinece
the State Governments and the Common-
wealth Government are getting the advan-
tage of the lower rate of interest, I am
sorry that my friend should oppose the
idea that the poor relation should partiei-
pate. He will find plenty to objeet to, but
he should never object when someone is
trying to help him.

Mr. Leslie: You had the chance of doing
it while yon were on the job.

Mr. Cross: Your party would have ob-
jected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: I 4id many
things. The hon. member’s party wili wake
up bye and bye. This is a matier that we
should take up with the Commonwealth
Government, The State Government is not
able to do it. Is the hon. member aware of
that?

My, Leslie: Yes.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON : The State Gov-
ernment could not peg rates of interest, or
do anything at all. I am sure the hon.
member will agree with me once he under-
stands the full meaning of what I say. I
discussed this subjeect for some time with
members of road boards. I do not know
that they have advoeated it or agitated for
it. The agitation should have come from
them. I have never been a member of a
road board. I have been associated with
road boards, and my experience is that un-
less people ask for themselves they very
seldom get helped. This is something I am
snggesting for them. It will require, not
an agitation by their Parliamentary repre-
sentatives but by their own members and
the Road Boards’ Association. T am putting
it up here for what it is worth. As for
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what I did not do, well, there are man;
things I did not do. There are a few thing
I did do. I am not apologising. I am mo
here now to embarrass the Governmeni
which is not too easily embarrassed. Thi
is something that we could teke up witl
the Commonwealth Government, which i
anxious, I find, to extend assistance to al
and sundry. I know of no bodies mox
worthy of assistanee than those which eon
duct the affnirs of this State in an honor
ary capacity by way of loeal government.

If members go among the loeal authori
ties they will find that T have always en
deavoured to assist them in every wav. M)
main reason for rising was to air what ]
considered to be a just grievance in con
neclion with this third party insuranee. |
have done that and placed before the Min
ister a proposal and he will have plenty o
time to deal with it, because I know tha!
Government departments must not b
bustled. This proposal would commence al
the beginning of the next licensing period
the 1st July mnext year. I conelude by
thanking the many members who offerec
their kindly expressions of sympathy to m«
during the time that I was not too well
and to say that I am feeling fit now stil
to represent Mt Hawthorn. I have n¢
regrets at resigning from the Minisiry. 1
take oceasion &lso, this being my first op
portunity here. to thank the people of my
electorate for their kindly treatment of
me over a period of 20 years. I have nc
grievanee; I feel that I have been well
treated. and as long as my health hold:
good I shall be at peace with gl men.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: I desire
to associate myself with the econgratula-
tions expressed by other memhbers to you,
Mr. Speaker, on your re-election to yom
high and honourable office. I can look back
over many years to my first association with
you. I have no doubi that when vou were
elected in the first instance you carried
out your duties in the same efficient way
as your predecessors did, and you have
done so on each oceasion that you bave
been re-elected. I desire also to eongratu-
late the new members upon their election.
I was rather interested to hear some of
what may be termed the older members
warning the new ones that they would be
disillusioned so far as this House was con-
cerned. No dounbt that will be so; they will
not be the only people who have become
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disillusioned in this job, for even Ministers
have found that out.

Mr. Leslie: Do not econfess that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
confessing it because that is the position,
1 remember being brought down from your
illustrions position, Mr. Speaker, to this
Bench. 1 had wounderful ideas of what I
would be able to do for the health of the
community, as I had accepted the portfolio
of Minister for Health. I had not been in
office very long before I found that what-
ever one wanted to do, irrespective of how
bright the idea might be, one met with the
same old story, “What are we going to do
for money?’’ For the last 5% years as
AMinister for Health I have only heard one
man up to date giving any exposition of
how to get money, and that was the mem-
her for Murchison. Whenever I have punt
his ideas before the Treasurer the hon.
sentleman has failed to agree with them,
%0 that I have not been able to get the
money I required. After going through a
period of war, when something like 134
million pounds a day has been spent for
the purpose of killing people, I should be
maore disillusioned if someone says to me
afterwards that so many thousands of
pounds are required for saving the lives of
prople in this country, to assist in bringing
the much required babies into the world,
and I am then told that there is no money.
If that time ever came I wounld think it
was the oceasion for me to find some other
inh. I shonld be properly disillusioned
ihen.

1 should be very bitterly disappointed and
concerned if I thought the people of Aus-
tralia were going to fall for that sort of
story again. If some of them do they can
only be regarded as chips of the old block.
Last night one member said that soldiers
would do this and wonld do that. That sort
of story was told after the last war about
the soldiers of that generation, but I
shonld he very disappointed if such a story
is told after this war. The member fod
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe, who warned new mem-
bers eoncerning what they would be able
to do in this Chamber, also dealt somewhat
trenchantly with what he termed the Exe-
culive of Parliament. I was somewhat dis-
appointed in the hon. member, and sorry to
see him take up sueh an attitude as he did
last night. I have known him for many
years. He is a man for whom I have had
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a wonderful admiration, and I was the more
surptised, therefore, at the tone of his
speech. He said last night, as nearly as I
ean remember, that the Executive in his
opinion was not elected from amongst the
leaders of this House or of this side of the
House.

Mr, Cross: The rank and file elect them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I believe
I can do this job reasonably well myself,
Mr. Speaker. I wish to examine the posi-
tion briefly. Prior to the election of any
executive or Cabinet it would be somewhat
difficult to take the 30 members on this side
of the House and say that this half dozen
or that half dozen comprised the leaders of
this party, My contention is that the mere
fact of Cabinet having been elected by the
colleagues of those who eomprise it, at least
for the time being, they are in the position
of the leaders from this side of the House.

Mr. Smith: I said leading men, not
leaders.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The

hon., member can have it eitber way. I am
dealing with the members of this side of
the House. I do not know that the hon.
member can pick out many members from
this side of the House who are the leading
men from this side. I do not know how
he wonld do that. He might, of ecourse,
take the leading men in the trade union
movement or something of that sort. If he
did that, then on his argument one of the
latest additions to the House, the member
for East Perth, who is president of the
Metropolitan Council of the Australian
Labour Party, would be one of the prin-
cipal leaders on this side of the House. I
do noi think members on this side or the
other side of the House eleet their Execu-
tive from that point of view. The member
for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe salso said, as it
seemed to me, that executive members were
elected because of two or three particular
qualities, namely, popularity, personality,
or ability to organise sufficient votes to
ensble them to secure office.

Let us examine that siatement. I re-
member standing alongside the wall in the
corner of the Chamber at the time I was
Speaker, and alongside me was the present
Agent General. The latter made this re-
mark, “I have been looking around the
front beneh and am beginning to think we
are getting old. I have also been looking at
the ¢ross-benches and have picked out a
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good team there” It may be a coincidence
but I point out that the only member on
this front beneh who was on the front hench
that night was the present Premier. The
remainder, with the exeeption of myself—
I was then where you are now, Sir—came
from the cross-benches. The hon. member
was wrong in his deduction. I point out
that this front bench, with the exception of
the Minister for Eduneation, was elected in
1939, and that in 1942, Parliament having
decided to prolong its life, the Cabinet of
the day again submitted itself te the party
and the entire Cabinet was re-elected, Just
after the last elections the Cabinet again
came up before the party. The member
for Mt. Hawthorn retired on his laurels,
and plus the Minister for Education the
same team was re-elected.

With all due respect to the member for
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe, I say that a team that
has been elected three times during that
period must have been thought something
of by its colleagues who elected it. The
hon. member could not say they got in by a
fluke, but if they did it was a fluke that
occurred on three oceasions. I am sorry he
adopted the atfitnde he did last night. It
puts me in mind of some of the old race-
horses that have galloped on the track
year after year, never winning a race, nntil
they have become soured and commenced to
savage the other horses around them. I
hope he will not reach that stage. He is
too good a man to get sore over things of
that kind. He is big enough I think and
sporting enough to take whatever comes hi«
way. Whatever this front bench may be
eecused of it is at least the choice of those
who have been elected to this side of the
House.

Mr. Smith: I said something else which
you have not dealt with, in connection with
the eclection of the Executive.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member said many things with which
T cannot deal now, I do not know what he is
hinting at. He was a Minister himself
for two years prior to 1939, but whether heo
was 50 because he eame into the category of
popularity, personality and ability, I do
not know.

Mr. Smith: I mentioned another eategory.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What
the hon. member is deducing from the
method by which the Exeeutive is elected T
do not know, but I point out that the same
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results were obtained irrespective of how the
members of that body were elected. I am
not interested in any intrigue or anythinp
of thet kind; indeed I never was very keen
to be a Minister. I think, Mr. Speaker,

“you have the better job of the two of us,

and I will leave it at that. I felt a little
worried last night because I thought that my
old colleague and comrade was rather slip-
ping back from where he formerly stood.
The member for Beverley, the member for
Mt. Marshall and the member for Subiace
have all mentioned briefly the necessity for
doing something for the nurses. I am the
proudest man in this State that here at least
the nurses are coming into their own. T am
also pleased that there are some people in
Western Australia who appreciate that there
is a section of the eommunity that is doing
most wonderful work. For some reason, dur-
ing the last few weeks, those members have
begun to appreciate the value of that work,
and what the nurses have been throngh.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is not fair.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 was a
member of the Perth Hospital Board and
have been associated with hospitals for a
long time. I tried at least 15 years ago to
organise the norses, and I was looked upon
as a red-ragger from the Trades Hall.

Mr. Thern: You still are.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Y had the
temerity to attend a meeting of the A.T.N.A.
when the late Dr. Officer was in the chair.
Since then I have been in ehilling chambers
at Wyndham and other places but I have
never met with sueh a cold reception as I
did that night. What I was told then was
that I wanted to organise the nurses and get
them into the Trades Hall so that they would
be able to throw down their bandages and
walk out. That is what some people at that
time thought we were after. I am proud of
the nurses who constituted the executive of
that organisation. They had a long strugzle,
which I wateched with keen interest from the
outside, because I knew thet if I entered
the arena that would be the end of things.
They lodged their claim in the Arbitration
Court and then came to a dead-end becanse
they had no-one to appear for them in the
court. Incidentally I may say that one needs
some experience to appear in that court,
and T happen to have had some little ex-
perience. I went to the late Sister Jones
and asked her how the the nurses were get-
ting on, and she explained that they were
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up against a dead-end. The outcome was
that 1 represented them in the conrt.

I know something of the B.MA. and I
know something of the nice people of the
A.T.N.A,, who looked askanee at the idea of
the organisation being mixed up in any com-
mon Arbitration Court proceedings. That
case put the nurses on the map in the matter
of the adjustment of their conditions. If
‘there is any reason why they are enjoying
better conditions now, it is because of the
proceedings they took in the Arbitration
Court. This applies to the general nurses.
The mental nurses, of whom the majority are
men, have been orgenised in a union for
many years and have been working under an
Arbitration Court award for many years.
Today we are in the position of having
wages pegged by the Commonwealth. Re-
gardless of what thiy or any other Govern-
ment may wish to do, unless the employees
can prove an anomaly, there is no chance of
their getting a rise in wages. This sudden
and greatly appreciated interest in the nurses
is all to the good and, if the nurses have any
sense, they will use it to the best of their
ability.

I wish to deal briefly with the position
of hospitals and institutions generally, I
am bitterly disappointed at the results of
the Referendum taken on the 19th Angust.
I am convinced—and I have already pointed
this out—that as far as the health of the
community is concerned, if we have to de-
pend upon the State for finance, we shall
never get any further.

Mr. Seward: Nonsense!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member knows as well as I do that this
State, in econjunetion with other States,
handed over the purse strings to the Com-
monwealth (iovernment when it approved
of the Finaneial Agreement.

Mr. Seward: But what did you do for the
hospitals before that?

Mr. Thorn: Why not get some of the
money hack?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Sinee
then, uwniform taxation has been adopted.
Does any member in kis right senses helieve
that we shall ever get taxation back? This
State has no right to tax its own people
because the Commonwealth Government
could then step in and tax them out of sight.
We have to go to the Commonwealth cap-in-
hand if we want any money for social ser-
viees.
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Four or five weeks ago I went to Can-
berra to a conference of Ministers for
Health, the second of its kind I had attended.
At the conference I sat back with great safis-
faction when I heard the Commonwealth
Treasurer, Mr. Chifley, talking about free
hospitalisation, He was going to give
£50,000 on a pound-for-pound subsidy basis
to assist tuberculous cases, and another
£50,000 on a pound-for-pound basis to do
something else. T thought to myself it was
the finest thing I had ever heard,

Mr. Thorn: There is nothing to prevent
your doing it now. :

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member does not know what he is talking
about, If we got the 6s. per day, caleulat-
ing on the fipures for 1942-43, we would
make £39,000,

Myr. Seward: It seems to be your idea to
make something.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member has tried to make something all his
life and has never had the brains to do it.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
mind interjections, but the hon. member must
not squesal if he gets hurt.

Mr. Thorn: You are doing the squealing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not.

My. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am
simply saying that I am disappointed with
the result of the Referendum. T will tell
the hon. member:

Mr. SPEAKER: Tell the Chair instead,
angd then we shall get along better.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
abided by majority rule all my life; in fact,
I was suckled on it. I have accepted the
majority vote throughout Anstralia, but
that does not make me the less disappointeid.
Now let me deal with the 6s. a day proposal.
If the hon. member knows anything at all
about hospital matters, he will appreciate
that only indigent people ecan be admitted
to the Perth Hospital. What is the position

that arises? A man goes along there very

sick, and is shown to the out-patients de-
partment. As lobg as he ean sit up and talk,
he is interrogated by a elerk as to his finan-
cial position, whether he has a home, or
whether anyone is likely to leave him money.
All this answering of questions has to be
gone through before he can be admitted.
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That is the position under our present social
system.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Cannot you alter it9

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES: Yes, if
the Commonwealth Government will assist
us.

Mr. Thorn: Then why do not you alter it?

Mr. Mc¢Dorald: The Commonweslth conld
asgist.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
tell the House what the Commonwealth
offered. The proposal was that for every
person entering a public hospital or ward,
the Commonwealth would allow the State 6s.
a day on condition that the means test was
abolished. The daily average of patients in
the Perth Hospital is 385.

Mr. Seward: There are other hospitals
besides Perth.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Perth
Hospital has double what the others have,
but this applies to all the others. The Perth
Hospital debits every patient with 10s. 6d.
per day, which also applies elsewhers. The
actual collections average 4s. 9d. per day
for the Perth Hospital, and for the Perth
Hospital and public wards throughout the
State the average is 5s. 2d. If we were
granted 6s. per day, on the 1942.43 figures
we would make 10d. per day on every bed
oceupied in the State, and the penple whao
seek treatment in the publie wards would
have no further worry about paying hospital
expenses.

We have had a sad tale of tubereulosis
in this State, but I am pleased to say that
the incidence has fallen much lower. T am
convinced that if we could get sufferers to
enter the sanatorium as soon as the disease
is detected and submit to early and proper
treatment, there is a possibility of the inci-
dence being much further decreased. This
could be done if we had early and free treat-
ment by expert medical men and provided
we found some way of keeping the wife and
family while the breadwinner was in the
sanatorinm. When a man today is found to
have a spot on the lung and it is suggested
that he go to the sanatorium, his first ques-
tion, logically enough, is, “Who is going to
keep my wife and family while I am there?”
And so he does not go. Consequently, the
disease progresses, and by the time he does
reach the sanatorium it has advanced to a
stage where we can do nothing for him.
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The Commonwealth proposed to assist by
paying Gs. for such patients and in addition a
tuberculous man with a wife and children
would be entitled to £3 53, a week on entering
the sanatorium. He would get free hospital
treatment and, with salaried doectors in
attendance, would have no medical cxpenses
fo meet. That in itself is worth something.
An Eastern States expert told me that if
this scheme is put into operation and people
piek up quickly, there is a possibility of
eradicating this terrible disease, tubereulosis,
within the next 20 or 3¢ years. T waunt to
make this very definite, for I am getting
very, very tired of having to say “No” to
people. A Minister's job wonld be a very
fine one if he could say “Yes” to every re-
quest. As regards this war period, we have
been told that neither men nor materials are
available. T am very much afraid that if
we do not move ourselves we are going to
have another dearth besides men and
materials—a dearth of money. I know the
amount the Minister for Education wante for
schools. I also know what I need for hos-
pitals; and the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment knows what he requires. If I po
to the Premier, he tells me, “All T have got
from the Loan Council is £200,000, a mere
flea-bite” A huge amount is needed in this
State alone for hospital expenses and for
putting nurses' conditions on a better foot-
ing. Unless a large amount of money is
fortheoming, there is going to be a very bad
time in front of hospitals and other institu-
tions.

During the last week or two there has
been a great deal of discussion about the
Claremont Menial Hospital. The institu-
tion was one of the first places I saw after
taking contral as Minister. I came away
from Claremont with & heartbreak, and I
have had many heartbreaks since when com-
ing away from the institution. Tt is over-
ecrowded. It was built some 30 years ago,
and therefore is now obsolete, The Govern-
ment purchased 2,200 acres of land with a
view to putting up & farm colony for the
Claremont patients. Like the Perth Hos-
pital, this project was caught up in the maecl-
strom of war; and the position is getting
worse at Claremont. Moreover, what applies
to Claremont applies to almost every public
institution in Western Australia. It may
be said of our hospitals that, like Topsy,
they “just growed.” That was the case in
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the wheatbelt, and similar hospitals were
built for small populations elsewhere.

There is not one hospital in Western Aus-
tralia today whieh eould be called a first-
class, up-to-date, efficient hospital. That is
so becanse the hospitals simply “growed”
and “growed,” and today nobody has had
any money fo stop that sort of growth and
put the buildings in proper eondition. That
is not much good to the people of this coun-
try. Dr. Hislop tells us what the Health
Department ought to do. That hon. member,
according to what I read in the Press, thinks
that all that is necessary is to wave & wand
and ample funds will be forthcoming. I
rend the “Sunday Times” article, “What I
would do if I had & million of money.” It
was & day-dream. I too have had day-dreams
of what I could do with a million pounds.
But if we are to bring our hospitals and
medics] services up-to-date in Western Aus-
tralia, it will cost more than a million of
money.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Before
fea, I was denling with the staff position
at the Claremont institution. When one
thinks of institntions, one’s thoughts natnr-
ally flew out to that grand eld man, Mr.
Alfred Carson, who passed away this morn-
ing. T had the unique experience of having
been associated with him for some time, par-
ticularly as Minister for Health, and also
with the Leader of the Opposition, the
Leader of the National Party and Mr. Alex
Monger, who were the trustees of the Silver
Chain Ihstriet Nursing Association and the
Bush Nursing Association. It was a wonder
to me at all times to see this very small, frail
man, 85 years of age, but with a giant
intelleet and the heart of a lion, doing this
good work. Less thao a fortnight ago he
called the trustees together and told them
he had drawn up a new constitution for the
Silver Chain Nursing Association; he said
that he was fading away and felt that he
had httle longer to hive #nd his desire was
to leave the association, of which he had
heen president for 30 years, in such a posi-
tion as to enable whoever followed him to
take up the work and carry on. It was with
profound regret that I heard this morning
he had passed away. I pay this very sincere
tribute to his memory; he was a man the
State eould ili-afford to lose. Although of
great age he was still mentally alert. He had
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celebrated the diamond jubilee of his wed-
ding; he was married in 1884. He bas had
a wonderful record and his passing away
will be, as I said, a great loss to Western
Australia. I am sure all who knew him
tender their deep sympathy to those who
belonged to him.

Dealing with the Claremont institution, I
wish to place on record an episode that oc-
curred there a week or two ago, because all
kinds of peculiar and ridiculous statements
have been made concerning it. The institu-
tion, I want to say, is no c¢redit to our pres-
ent social system. Notwithstanding that the
nurses walked out and left the institution
in a very deplorable position, the female
nurses had my sympathy and they knew it;
because their number had dwindled from
0 to 45 and they had been working 12 and
14 hours a day without weekly or annual
holidays. They were completely worn out.
They issued an ultimatum, saying that they
could not earry on the work any longer. I
went to Claremont and discussed the matter
with the executive of their union—it was a
big executive—Dr. Prendergast, the acting
Inspector General, the Under Seeretary for
Health and Mr. Stitfold. I pointed out that
the whole aunestion of staff was in the hands
of the Manpower Board.

The ontcome of the diseussion was an en-
deavour to contact the Federal Minister for
Health, Senator Fraser. I met him in the
corridor here at hinchtime and he decided
to go to Claremont to diseuss the matter.
The result of his interview was that he had
a telephonic conversation with the Prime
Minister, who is also Minister for Defence.
I was notified by the Senator’s seeretary
that he was calling a conference for two
o’clock and he told me of a telegram which
he had received from the Prime Minister.
Brigadier Hoad, Mr. 5titfold, Senator
Fraser and I attended the conference and
we had read to us a telegram from the
Prime Minister anthorising the Senator to
transfer 35 female personne]l from the Army
to Claremont. They were transferred and
worked for about two days.

The next I knew was a ring from the
Manpower Board to say that the female
persennel from the Army were being with-
drawn from the hospital. 1 telephoned the
Under Seeretary for Health and he said,
“Yes, I have just heard it.” I then tele-
phoned the Premier, who also said he had
just heard it, so T was about the last to
hear it. However, T got in touch with the
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Premier and we then got into telephonie
communication with the Prime Minister
again and he undertook to have the Army
personnel restored. At this time the nurses
had issued an ultimatum stating that unless
the Army personnel were restored by four
o'clock they would walk out. At ten minutes
to four the Premier gave me an assurance
from the Prime Minister that they would be
restored and I eonveyed that information to
the union. It was not until I got to Parlia-
ment House at 25 minutes past four—in faet
I was in my seat—that the Premier told me,
to use his own language, “It has all come
unstuck.” I discussed the matter with the
Secretary to the Prime Minister and he said
that, although the Prime Minister was the
leading Parliamentary man in Australin and
Minister for Defence, General Blamey was
one step higher and he had ordered the re-
turn of those girls. T am sorry for Brigadier
Hoad; he seemed to have got inte trouble
beeause he had taken orders from eciviliana
instead of from his chief. Members can
imagine my feelings; becanse of my assur-
ance the staff had eontinued work instead
of going out at four o'clock.

I made every effort to find the secretary
of the union and ascertained that he lived at
Osborne Park, It was abount seven o’clock
before I could get a letter sent to him. I
got it typed by one of the staff at Par-
liament House. The seeretary had gone to
Perth and did not receive the letter until
ke got home late at night, The first that
the workers at the institution heard of the
matter was when they read the news in “The
West Australian” newspaper the following
day, when they learnt that the military per-
sonnel at the hospital were being returned
1o their quarters. I had been assoeciated
with trade unions long enough to know what
would happen. I therefore jumped into a
ear and at nine o’elock was at the institu-
tion and meeting the organisation. The mem-
bers were very savage. I may say I used
all the pleas in the world and put on my
best smiie, but it was of no avail. The staff
were going out at 12 o'clock and they went
out at 12 o'cloek, lock, stock and barrel. I
then had 800 odd mental male patients on
hand with three doetors and two or three
inebrigtes to take some food to them.

A supgestion was made to me that an
appeal might be made to the staffs of the
three chief hospitals, the Perth, Fremantle
and Children’s, for some of their members
to take over for the time being until we
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found our way out of the difficulty. The
matrons had already been contacted. The
superintendents of the Perth, Fremantle and
Children’s Hospitals met me at 12 o'clock
at the Perth Hoapital. T put the whole facts
before them. They were sympathetic and
prepared to help, but two points were raised.
Une was put by the Superintendent of the
Perth Hospital who said that under the
award trainees had to work a straight eight
hours. On his quota of 32 nurses he had to
find 18, and he could not possibly carry on
unless permission were granted for the work-
ing of a broken shift if necessary. The
other point was raised by the Superiatendent
of the Fremantle Hospital who asked
whether in the event of the nurses going to
Claremont for one month—that was the
maximum time we were asking from any in-
dividual—would that time have to be made
up?

We got in touch with the President and
Acting Secretary of the union and diseussed
the matter at a quarter past two. They had
no objection and further contact with the
President of the Arbitration Court faeili-
tated matters in that connection. We then
met all the members of the Nurses Regis-
tration Board who were available. The hoard
eonsists of Dr. Henzell of Wooroloo, Dr.
Park, Commissioner of Public Health, who
was in the North-West at the time, and three
ladies. Dr. Henzell was unable to come to
Perth but agreed to the proposition. Yow-
ever, the three ladies said that under no
circumstanees would they agree. That meant
we had fo postpone matters so far as the
board was concerned until the full board
met. All three hospitals rang to say they had
their full quota of volunteers prepared to
o down to Claremont immediately. “When
the block oceurred we had to get in touch
with them again. I gave my undertaking
that in the event of the board’s not agree-
ing to the month spent at Claremont being
accepted as part of the training, I would
appeal to Parliament to proteet the trainees
in a Bill of which T had already given notice.

A mecting took place on the Monday and
the three ladies were evidently too good for
the two men, They did not agree. I got that
information at a quarter past five on the
Monday and on Tuesday went to the Asylum
again and explained every item to the 32
nurses who were already working there. T
explained cxaetly what was going to
happen. I said they had to trust me
and my efforts in Parliament, Tf Par-
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liament disagreed with my suggestion, then
they would bhave to carry on and work that
vxtra month, That is how matters stood
on the Tuesday. Irvespective of what
anybody else says, there was never any
intention to work any of them for one
month. We left the girls to think it over
and when they called me back they said
they had agreed to carry on. Somebody
else went down and talked to them and I
was quite pleased that happened. The
whole 32 sent a signed lefter asking me not
to introduce legislation because they be-
lieved they could be relieved in a fortnight,
and there would be no occasion o work the
extra time. Consequently there was no
necd for the elause that had been drafted
by the Crown Law Department.

Although those girls went there, only 13
are left. The rest have been relieved by
others who have gone to work there. Thir-
teen have only just started, and none was
there for more than a fortnight. All that
has heen said about the Minister and the
department trying fo work the institution
from the inside as a training school, was
so much nonsense. I am pleased to say
that was the first time in my carcer that
any person or set of persons had been let
down after an assurance given by me. That
occurred because General Blamey was muech
higher in the Army than I am ever likely
to be. It is as well to know what we are
up against so far as securing nurses and
domestie staff for hospitals is concerned.
Undoubtedly the Fighfing Forees rightly
come first. Particularly should that be so
at a time when things are as bad as they
were a eouple of years ago. I unhesitat-
ingly say, however, that in view of the
nambers in the services in Australia at
present, there seems to be no reason why
there should not be some let-up and why
some of these nurses should not be made
available.

General purses who have been taken by
the Army from ordinary hospitals in the
State number 293. Tn the Air Force there
are 51, so this State has supplied no fewer
than 344 fully trained nurses for the Army
and the Air Force. I submit that in view
of our small population and the limited
number of nurses being frained, to take 344
nurses of necessity makes a very big hole
in the nursing fraternity. Whether all the
nurses so taken are fully employed I am
not in a position to say and it would he
very difficult to obtain the information,
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even if one set out to do so. It seems to
me, however, that civilians have as much
right 1o expeet reasonable treatment as have
men who are not at the moment doing very
much fighting so far as Australia is con,
cerned, The question has been asked:
Why do we not train more? It is said that
if we did this or if we did that we could
get more trainees. That is not our diffi-
culty at all,

Applicants for training are always in
excess of the demand for trainces. At the
moment all the hospitals have a waiting
list. Attached to the hospitals are trainee
schools which the trainees attend for siz
weeks. They are taken ten at a time. I
obtained figures today to show that at the
Perth Hospital there are 20 waiting to be
called in for training, at Fremantle there
are 20, at the Children’s Hospital four and
under the departmental scheme, four. These
have heen examined educationally and
medieally and are ready to be trained as
soon as the matron calls for them. It ig
not a question of getting a snfficient num-
ber of applicants. The diffieulty is to keep
the trained nurses once they have been
trained.

Not only has there been a gigantic drain
on the Army, but there is always a tre-
mendous wastage through- the marriage of
nurses, The girls have three years' train-
ing and soon afterwards get married and
that goes on all the time. People do not
seem to appreciate the drag that the Fight-
ing Services have been-on the trained nurs-
ing staff. If they have taken 344 trained
nurses, members can imagine what has hap-
pened to the domestic staffs! The Man-
power Board has all my sympathy. The
task of that board to try to keep these
institutions at anything like a reasonable
standard so far as staff is concerned, must
be tremendons. We receive a good deal of
cheap adviece as how to do thines. T
can assure members we do not want adviee,
hut practical assistance and unless tbat i
forthcoming the ward will have to be
closed. TLet me give an idea of what oc-
cars. At Claremont we erected a £32,000
hospital ward with 60 beds. As soon as
we had it finished the Army took it over
pending the eompletion of Hollywood Hos-
pital.  'When that was completed the Armv
walked out and we now have a ward
with 60 beds available for sick people—
T.B. cases or cases of any other kind—but
no staff for it.
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That ward is completely locked up, buj
immediately staff ean be found it will be
opened, and will relieve some of the crowd-
ing that is taking place. 1 have listened
to two speeches directed at the other part
of my job. They were made by members
representing mining distriets. One was by
the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie and the
other by the member for Brown Hill-Ivan-
hoe. I have carefully read these speeches
and, strangely enongh, they are not exactly
co-operative. The member for Yilgarn-
Coolgardie was rather eritieal of what we
shonld have dene but have not done as a
Government, and particularly as a depart.-
ment, to facilitate starting on the mines
when the opportunity oceurs. On the other
hand, the member for Brown HilkIvan-
hoe rather threw a damper on mining,
generally, in Western Australia,

I want to assure the member for Yil-
garn-Coolgardie that the State Government
has endeavoured, as far as possible, to pre-
serve our goldmines. He will remember
that when the first eall was made for men
from the mining industry, a delegation left
here and went to the Eastern States. It
was suceessful in obtaining from the Com-
monwealth Government a promise that at
least 4,500 men would be retained in the
industry. As a matter of fact, the num-
ber has never heen below 4,500. It would
be a shade over if all the prospectors and
mine owners were taken into consideration.
At that time we were given a grant of
£100,000 for the purpose of keeping the
mines ready. I can assure the member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie, and other members,
that that £100,000 has been wisely spent,
even though we still have ghost towns here
in places like Reedy, Big Bell, ete.

Mr. Marshall: Reedy is ereeping along.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
g0. The mines have been kept open and
unwatered and, as far as possible, tim-
hered, so that immediately the opportunity
arises they can be worked. As the member
for Murehison says, the Triton mine at
Reedy is already creeping along with g
few extra men. While I was at a confer-
ence in the East a few weeks ago, I took
the opportunity of discussing, with who-
ever would listen to me, one of our worries,
namely, the fact that the munition works
have taken certain machinery from some
of the mipes. They took some motors from
Big Bell, and one and a half engines from
Tindal's.
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Mr. Kelly: Three!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T did not
know that. It is obvious that it is no good
getting men for our mines if there is no
machinery on the surface, I saw the autho-
rities in Canberra and Melbourne, and
was given a definite assurance, particnlarly
in Melbourne, that & committee had been
appointed which had ordered from America
and England the machinery that counld not
be manufsactured in Australia, so that prior
to demobilisation it would be placed on
these mines, ready for any work that had
to be done, The Mines Department wel-
comes any criticism, even from the member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie, or anyone else,

Mr. Marshall: Or even from me.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member only wants to find money. I do not
know that he is too keen on gold; he wants
to get it some other way. Turning to min-
erals, T am pleased to say that some of our
minerals that have been lying dormant have
been given a fillip doring the war. The
Commonweslth Government appointed Mr.
Newman Controller General of Minerals.
Mr. Newman appointed deputy eontrollers
in each State, and he was wise enough to
appoint in Western Australia the Under
Secretary for Mines, Mr. Telfer. T want
to pay a tribute to the Under Secretary for
the energy, ability and excellent work he has
done in producing the minerals from this
State.

Mr. Marshall: And any other job he takes
on.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. We
take great pleasure in the projects that have
been started. At Wodgina we have been
producing tantalite in fairly big quantities,
together with beryl, which is a very valuable
mineral. Tt is so valuable that not more
than 15 tons is taken in any one shipment.
At Qreenbushes we have produced tin and
tantalite. An extraordinary amount of tan-
talite has been discovered there. At the Edna
May wolfram is being produced; at Norse-
man people are producing pyrites and blue
asbestos is heing obtained from the Hamer-
sley Ranges. An important feature in con-
neetion with all this new production is the
fact that these mines have not been opened
up in such a way that the minerals will he
dragged out of them and the mines then
closed down as soon as the war is over, but
so that they will be able to compete in the
peace-time markets. That is not the case in
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the eastern part of Australia, where they
have simply torn out what minerals they
could and then apparently allowed the coun-
try to revert to its original condition. We
are very hopeful that the mineral position
in Western Australia will be such that after
the war we shall be able to earry on with
our produetion.

Mr. MeDonald: What is the prospeet of
sulphur production?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is par-
ticularly good. We are obtaining a certain
amount of pyrites from Norseman. There
was difficulty for a while becanse the com-
pany that used it was prepared to pay only
on the trucks at Guildford or Bassendean,
where it was being used. On occasions it
took as long as a fortnight for the pyrites to
come down, so that as much as £2,000 worth
of material was sometimes on the rails. This
difficulty bas been overcome by the State
Government advancing up to 85 per cent, of
the value of the raw material, and later get-
ting a reecoup. The firm has changed over
its plants, at fairly considerable expense,
for the purpose of roasting the pyrites to
produce its sulphur. It is extending its
works as it is believed that the body of ore
is 8 huge one, with no likelihood of falling
away.

I just want to deal briefly with the argn-
ment put forward by the member for Brown
Hill-Ivanhoe. It seemed to support the idea
that we were promising the soldiers work
in the mines. I do not know of any such
promise made to the soldiers. I think mem-
bers will agree with me that the goldmining
industry is important to the economy of this
State, and I believe that, whatever else I
might ‘think about gold, it is my job, as
Minister, to do everything possihle to have
these mines ready to absorb any men,
soldiers or anyone else, who are prepared
to go mining, I suggest to the hon. member
that he made rather an unfortunate refer-
ence to the men who may have been on the
Eokoda Trail with their lieutenant or cap-
tain who, to use his language, kept telling
them, “Cheer up, boys, you are having a
rough spin, but there is & good job for you
at the 2,000-ft. level at Kalgoorlie!”

Mr. Smith: I did not say at Kalgoorlie.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
the only place in this State where there
would be a 2,000-ft. level. As one who sat
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in heaps of mud in France, I want to tell
the hon. member that had the C.0. come
along and called for volunteers to go into
mines at the 1,500 or 2,500 ft. levels for the
duration of the war, he would have been
killed by the rush of applicants. The hoys
on the Kokoda trail—and two of mine are
among the number—have said that had they
been called up to go to Kalgoorlie or any
other mine from that malaria-infested place,
someone would have been killed in the rush
to get away.

Mr. Smith: They were anxious to get out
of the industry when the war broke out.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
agrec with that statement.

Mr. Smith: We have been told how many
left the industry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That only
serves to emphasise the adventuroms and
patriotic spirit of the men who were work-
ing in the mines. During the 1914-18 war
men enlisted from very shallow mines from
which there was no oeccasion to rush away
owing to bad air conditions or anything of
that sort. I sazy the miners in the industry
in this State are as fine and patriotic a body
of men as will be found anywhere. When
the war broke out I was approached by
General Lloyd to try to stop the goldminers
and coalminers from enlisting, and what the
men said about my trying to prevent them
from engaging in a patriotic job is too bad
to repeat.

The member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe
quoted certain figures cited by me in 1942.
Perhaps I should have corrected the report,
but that is a thing I have never done. The
figures I have before me show that in 1938
and 1939 the totals were 16,418 and 16,199.

Mr. Smith: What about the relief fund
figures?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member said that I bad stated that there
were s0 many men working in the industry
and he contended that there were fewer than
10,000. If the hon. member looks at the
report of the department, he will find that
a large number of men who work in the in-
dustry are not employees but are pros-
pectors, small mineowners or prospect-area
holders. Those men not being actual em-
ployees do not come under the Mine Workers’
Relief Fund. There are thousands of men
working in the industry who have not been
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in the employ of a company, and they repre-
sent the difference between the 10,000 odd
mentioned by the hon. member and the num-
ber actually working in the industry. At one
stage no fewer than 2,000 men were engaged
under the Government prospecting seheme
alone. Whatever mistake I might have made,
the difference between 17,000 and 16,000 is
not much.

Mr. Smith: How many of this class are
in the 4,5009

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I should
say npearly 400. The actual number of
miners today would total about 4,100. The
hun. member also dealt with the conditions
of mining generally. No one would suggest
that mining is a job that any man would
want, but I do know that when men have
onge gone into the mines, it is diffieult to drag
them away. 1 have even found it difficult
to get men suffering from early silicosis to
leave the mines. The reason, of course, is
simple. The wages are bigh and the hours
arc reasonable. When a miner finishes his
shift, he has 16 hours to himself and is at
no man’s beck and call. Notwithstanding
the statement of the hon. member, very few
of the men want to leave the mines.

Mr. Leahy: That is the unfortunate part
about it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I agree.
Some of the members sitting behind me have
worked in the mines and they know that
men will eontinue in the industry as long
ag they can. In the Fingall Mine when men
age! between 35 and 40 died like flies, the
others continued to work on contract. T have
had experience of mining unions and I know
there have been many resolutions passed
unanimously and enthusiastieally with a view
to abolishing contract work in the mines.
But has contract work been abolished? Of
course not, The men would not agree to
it. They want the full results of their labour,
If they ean make £25 or £30 a week, they
are not going to Fremantle to make 9s. or
10s. a day at carting bricks or something
else, It is the big money that is the attrac-
tion,

I have some interesting flgures to quote
to show how the incidence of silicosis and
tuberculosis has been reduced in the gold-
mining industry. This is a eomparison of
results of the periodical examination of
mineworkers from the inception of the ex-
aminations in 1925—
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First Examination (1925-1828).

o
Normals 3,230 80.5
Silicosis early 459 114
Silicosis advanced 183 4.5
Silicosis  plus toberculosis 131 3.3
Tuberculosis only - 11 3
Total number of men
examined 4,023 1000
Second LExamination (1927).
%
Normals .. 3,116 83.6
Silicosis early 381 10.2
Silicosis advanced .. 93 2.5
Silicosia plus tuberculosia 128 3.4
Tubereulosis only .. .- 10 3
Total number of men
examined 3,728 1000
Eighth Examination (1933).
%
Normals 2,920 86.5
Silicosis carly .. a7 11.2
Silicosis ndvanced - 60 1.8
Silicesis plus tuberculosis 15 4
Tuberculosis only .. 3 d
Total number of men
examined 3,377 1000
Fifteenth Examination (1940).
Normals 7,023 96.218
Silicosis early 257 3.521
Silicosis advanced e 11 151
Silicosis ples tuberculosia 4 055
Tuberculosis only i, 4 055
Total number of men
examined 7,209  100.000
Eighteenth Examination (1943).
%o
Normals 8,932 91.47
Silicosis early 325 7.57
Silicosis advanced . 32 .5
Bilicosis plus tuberculosis 5 A2
Tubereulosis only .. .. 4 09
Total number of men
examined 4208 100.00

This examination took place after the
cream of the men—the fellows of fine phy-
sical development—had enlisted to enter the
services.
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Improvement since first Examination (1925) to
Latest normal Examination Figures (1940).

1925 1940

Yo %
Normala 80.5 96.218
Silicosis early 11.4 3.521
Bilicosis uadvanced .. e 45 151
Silicosis plus tubcreulosis.. 3.3 D35
Tubercnlosis only .. .. 3 053

The figures since 1940 ave not a true ve-
flection of normal conditions due to the
enlistment of the heslthy normal mine
worker, thus affecting the ordinary propor-
tion of normal to other than normal mine
workers, It may be stoted that the redne-
tion of the incidence of the diseases asso-
ciated with goldmining wag due to a com-
bination of factors, ineluding:

(a) regular medical examinations;

(b) improved ventilation methods;

(e) appointment of special ventilation
inspectors;

(d) benefits of Mine Workers' Relief
Fund enabling workers to leave
industry on compensation earlier

than otherwisc they would have
been able to do.

Recent umendments to the Mine Workers'
Relief Act provide for added benefits in-

cluding free treatment for the disease of

tuberculosis, which is uot an industrial
disease at all. The mine worker suffering
from tuherculosis is prohibited from fur-
ther employment in the industry not be-
cause he necessarily contracted the diseasc
in the industry, but to prevent him from
infeeting his work-mates.

Concerning the hoti. member’s ecomments
that there were never at any time 10,000
men paying into the fund, I wounld point
out that from 1937 to 1942 there were never
less than 9,000 subscribers, the peak being
reached in 1941, when there were 9,928,

With reference to the statement by the
bon. member that the amendment of the
Mine Workers Relief Act foreshadowed by
the late Hon. J. Scaddan had never been
carried into effect, T would refer him to
Section 56 of the Act. Comparison of the
remarks of the late Mr. Scaddan with this
section will show that they agree almost
word for word.

[11]
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The number of miners receiving benefits
under Section 56 is as follows:—

31/1/1934¢ .. .. .. .. 8
317171935 .. .. .. .. 5.
317171936 .. .. .. .. 8
3/1/937 .. .. .. .. 12
317171938 .. .. .. .. 10
317171939 .. .. .. .. 10
37171040 .. .. .. .. 10
317171941 .. .. .. .. 10
317171942 .. .. .. .. 11
317171943 .. .. .. .. 11
31/1/194¢ .. .. .. .. 13

It will be noted that compensation for
these cases can be granted only where the
mine worker becomes incapacitated or where
carning power is materiafly prejudiced by
& disease or malady which may be legiti-
mately attributed to the nature of his em-
ployment as a mine worker in the mining
industry of Western Australia. Failure to
obtain compensation usually arises from in-
ability on the part of the mine worker to
establish that his eomplaint arese out of
and was eaused by his work as a mine
worker, What Mr., Scaddan claimed has
been put in operation; and the board, on
which the Ministers are represented, has
authority to use Section 56 of the Act. Con-
serquently I think the Mines Department has
done, and is doing, everything possible in
the circumstances to keep the mines in such
a condition that they will be veady to worl.
I have no doubt as to what will happen
when that time comes along. I have heard
the member for Murchison say on more than
one cceasion, and I enlively agree with him,
that upon the opening-up of several new
mines, big mines, they should be opened
up right from the start with proper venti-
lation and proper sanitation, so that they
will be decent to work in,

I have told the people in the Eustern
States  that YWestern Australia does not
want to be associated with any pancl to denl
with the mining indostry. Mr. Jenson told
me in Melbourne that if there was a pancl,
therc would be a gencral survey of mining
and minerals throughout Australia. T told
My, Jenson that Mr, Brinsden could repre-
sent the Chamber of Mines if he liked, hut
that so far as the Government and the Mines
Department of Western Australia were con-
cerned, we wanted our own representation.
Mr. Jenson agreed that as far as goldmin-
ing was concerned Western Australia had
at least 78 per cent. of the goldmininz
carried on in the Commonwealth, and that
it would be far preferable, in the event of
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a panel being constituted, for us to set up
our own committee and give advice to mem-
bers of the panel. I told bim we were not
prepared to accept advice from anyhody re-
garding the operation of the goldmining in-
dustry in this State. So far as I am con-
cerned—and I believe the Government and
Parliament will support me in this—we will
stand to our guns.

Mr. Marshall: Will that deal with other
minerals?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Mining
other than goldmining depends largely on
markets, but there is always a market for
gold. Mining of other minerals in Australia
has depended upon the Commonwenith for
markets during the war. I shall mention
another atter referred to by the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe, in regard to workers’
compensation. 1 do not kmow whether the
hon. member was of the opinion that we as
a Government were responsible for not
having a better system of workers' eompensa-
tion. However, I can assure the hon. mem-
ber that so far as I am concerned, and on
behalf of the other members of the Govern-
ment, we are always prepared to go as far
as he will go with us.

Mr. Smith: It depends on what you do.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: When a
member rises here and eriticises the Govern-
ment and the Minister, surely we have a
right of reply. In his very first sentence
the hon. member, after saying something
about Mark Twain, told young members that
he was surprised Ministers did not get up
to reply to what be had advanced.

Mr. Smith: 1 did not express dissatisfae-
tion with the Government as regards work-
ers’ compensation, but only drew attention
to the matter.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Workers’
compensation is a very important plank of
the Labour platform, and the hon. member
knows that. In conclusion I wish te reiter-
ate my hope that the future of Western Aus-
tralia will be all for the benefit of the people
of Western Australia. Like the member for
Murchison, I am very worried about what
is going to happen in Western Australia or
any other part of the Commonwealth. Like
the hon. memher, I do not eare where the
money required comes from, I am not going
to be told any more that we ean find millions
of pounds for fighting purposes but are
unable to find any money for social serviees
in Woestern Australia, I hope that will
never come about; if it does, all 1 ean say
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is that not only will State members of Par-
liaments not be very popular, but that State
Parliaments and Commonwealth Parliaments
also will be very unpopular so far as the
people of this country are coneerned.

Mr. SEWARD (Pingeily): I desire firsk
of all to join with those other members who
have taken part in this debate in conpratu-
lating you, Sir, on your re-election to your
high office. You have worthily earried out
the traditions of your predecessors and I
sincerely hope you will be spared to occupy
your position as long as your colleagues
have a majority on the other side of the
House. Precedent, of course, will not per-
mit me to say more than that. I also offer
my congratulations to the new Minister on
his promotion to Cabinet rank. When con-
gratulating him first personally after his
election I did express regret at his cleva-
tion, because I thought bis enthusiasm and
energy might infuse somg activity into the
Ministry and probably prolong their oecu-
pancy of the Treasury bench. To the
new members I also offer my congratnln-
tions. Unfortunately, T was ealled away
and did not hear all their speeches. I had
the pleasure of listening to the new member
for Nelson. His speech was particularly
pleasing to me from the point of view that
he gave uttcrance to something which we
on this side of the House have been trying
to tell the Government for some consider-
able time, but so far it has not assimilated
the information. Coming from him, it may
earry more weight and bring about the neces-
sary reform in the partienlar institution to
which he referred.

Before proceeding to speak on one or two
ifems mentioned in the Lient.-Governor’s
Speech, T would like to say a word or two
on a question that I asked in this House
a few weeks ago. On the lst Auwpust I
asked the Minister for Railways whether he
or his department had supplied the Common-
wealth Government with information to the
effect that the Western Australian Govern-
ment would transport all wheat in this Stale
to ports by the 31lst October. The Minister
answered no; he said that an assurance was
given. Well, possibly the Minister can tell
us the difference between information and
assurance, but the difference is so small that
it is hardly worth talking about. He then
went on to say that the assurance was con-
ditional on sufficient coal being made avail-
able to the Railway Department; if it were
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the department counld transport 17,000 tons
of wheat weekly. The quantity of wheat
transported from January to December last
per week was G,600 tons, so that if the
Minister's estimate—if we may use that
term—is correct, the department wonld
transport nearly three times as much per
week as it has done for the 12 months ended
last December.

The Minister for Justice: The railways
would have done so had the coal heen avail-
able.

Mr. SEWARD: In the season 1938-39,
when we had the largest erop for ten years,
the Railway Department transported 14,500
tons of wheat per week, so the Minister pro-
posed to better that achievement by 2,500
tons per weck. What the department
actnally did was to shift a weekly average
of 8,478 tons for part of the year that has
expired, That is just about half of what
the Minister promised; and in some weeks
the quantity was as low as 3,500 tons, When
the railways shifted 14,500 tons weekly in
1938-39, of comvse the department had the
use of the rollingstoek that has sinee heen
made available to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. But that was not the cause of the
department’s failure to live up to its guaran-
tee this year. As the Minister himself said,
it was beeause sufficient eoal was not avail-
able. According to the report of the Com-
missioner of Railways, whiech was laid on
the Table of the House a few days ago, the
consumption of coal for train running pur-
poses last vear was 347,000 tons, which was
8,000 tons more than the department had
had in any year for the past ten years. The
previons highest quantity was 339,000 tons.

Turning to the tonnage which was carried,
we find that last year the department con-
sumed the largest quantity of coal in the
Inst 10 years and transported the smallest
goods tonnage, namely, 2,988,000 tons.

Mr. Cross: The power house uses a lot
more coal now.

Mr, SEWARD: In 1938, when the greatest
quantity of wheat per week was shifted, the
railways consumed 3,532,000 tons, which was
an increased tonnage of 544,000 toms over
that transported last year.

The Minister for Justice: What rot!
yvou mean those figures are nonsense?

Mr. SEWARD: I am quoting the Com-
missioner’s report. The Minister ean turn
np the figures for himself. Possibly the
Minister may fall back on the excuse that

Do
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ships would not have been available o
transport the wheat after it has been
shifted to the coast. DBut even that excuse
eannot avail, beeauge on two oecasions—
the last oceasion only this week—the British
food representative, Sir Bankes Amery, has
pointed out that ships were available at
any time that there was food for them to
take from Australia.

Mr. Cross: That has been denicd.

My. SEWARD: Not aunthoritatively.

My, Cross; Did you not see the denisl in
the Press?

The Minister for Justice: There bas been
an average loss of 1,500 tons of coal a
month.

Mr. SEWARD: The position is that, ow-
ing to the inability of the Railway Depart-
ment to shift the wheat, the wheatgrowers
of the State have been heavily penalised.
Had all the wheat been transported to the
ports this year and the bins emptied, the
hins could have been made use of again
this wear, but that is not the case. The
result is that additional bing will have to
he built at the expense of the wheatgrower.
There is another disadvantage that is suf-
fered by the wheatgrowers in this State,
In the BEastern States the grvowers are
heing gnaranteed a minimum price for oats.
No sach guarantec i available in this
State beeanse of our surplus of wheat. So
Y again say that the reply given by the
Minister to my question was not accurate.

The Minister for Justice: It was aceur-
ate.

Mr. SEWARD: Because, as I pointed
out, the coal was available, as he ean see
from the Commissioner’s report. The Rail-
way Department has not lived up to its
responsibilities.

The Minister for Justice: I tell your de-
finitely that the eonal was not available.

Mr. SEWARD: Turning to the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech, I wish to refer to the
paragraph dealing with firewood, It reads—

The quantity of firewood supplied through the
Foresta Department during the past six months
was 85 per cent. greater than for the cor-
responding period Iast year.

Strangely enough, we were not told what
it cost to get that extra supply of firewood.
Last year the sum of £34,505 was spent in
providing firewood for that period, but the
estimated expenditure for this year was
£75,060. 8o if that money has been spent,
it means that we have an 85 per cent. in-
erease in firewood supply for 100 per cent.
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increase in expenditure. But that is not
the worst feature of this matter. There is
another feature, namely, that for months
past hundreds of tons of firewood have
been burnt weekly in various sawmills in
the State.

The Minister for the North-West: Where
have they been doing that?

My, SEWARD: In four mills situated
between the Forrest and my own elector-
ate,

The Minister for the North-West: I do
not control those mills.

Mr. SEWARD: No, they are private
mills. I did not suggest that they are
State mills. But those mills had to burn
that wood hecause railway trucks were
unprocurable to take i1t away. I had a
statement in the Press to that effeet last
December, and it was not answered by the
Premier or by anybody else. I have seen
heaps of firewood burnt, yet one place
where firewood is being obtained is within
ten miles of the mills T am referring to,
Some £75,000 is being spent to employ
aliens, conscientions objectors and others
to eut firewood, when not far awsy hun-
dreds of tons are being burnt. Not very
much foresight or statesmanship is being
exercised in that connection, The firewood
cut by these people has to be brought to
Perth, and I take it that railway trueks
are bringing it down. In previoms years,
reforences have been made by different
speakers to the need for the appeintment
of n publie works committee. As a matter
of fact, several speakers doring this debate
have mentioned the advisability of ap-
pointing various committees. The need for
the appointment of such a commitfee as
a publiec works committee is- very well
exemplified in the ease of the proposed
erection of o power station at Fremantle.
All we know about it is that tenders have
been ealled for the erection nf the power
station at a cost of something lilze £70,000.

The Minister for Justice: AL a cost of
£1,500,000!

Mr. SEWARD: Evidently T have got the
wrong figure, but that makes it worse still,
and the figure does not affect my point,
which is that Parliament’s sole responsi-
bility will e 1o agree to pay the money
when it is expended.

Mr. Cross: You do not suggest that we
are experts in these matters, do you? You
are not, anyway!
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My, SEWARD: I do not suggest the hon,
member is an expert at anything, but [
say it is only right that when a pruject
involving the expenditure of so much
money is brought forward, Parliament
should have some say in the matter or an
assurance that it has been investignted by
an independent authority, such as a publie
works committee representative of all sides
in this House.

The Minister for Justice: It has been
thoroughly investigated.

My. SEWARD: We do not want the as-
surance of the Minister. By whom has it
been investizated?

The Minister for Justice: By exzperts.

Mr. SEWARD: That is all very well, but
we have no report. My point is not o
much that it has not been investignted.
Surely we can trust {he Government that
far! My point i3 that Parliament has no
control over or say in the expenditure of
this money. That is a serious matter.

Mr. Watts: It must have been investi-
gated while Parliament was sitting last
session, heeause it was announced in the
papers immediately afterwards.

My, SEWARD: Yes. The (Governiment
waited until Parliament was ont of the
road. The announcement was made shortly
after we adjourned.

The Minister for Works: It was made
soon after the ecommittee presented its re-
port. The Eleetrieity Advisory Commit-
tee investigated the matter.

Mr. SEWARD: At all events, whoever
made the report, I do not know on what
grounds the reecommendation was made.
But the view I take is that it is not a year,
or it is litlle more than a year, since we
had an investigation intoe the question of
a power scheme for the South-West. I
imagine the sueecess of any power scheme
in the South-West would depend on the
consumption of eleetricity available to it.
Here it is propesed to cut off a huge
amount of the consumption, hecaunse obvi-
ously if the power station is to be erceled
at Fremantle, its greatest eonsumption
must come from the metropolitan area.

M. Cross: Are vou aware that the East
Perth power station is grassly averlonded?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SEWARD: Its greatest consumption
must come from the metropolitan aren, and
for the life of me I eannot see what is the
use of having an investigntion now into the
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prospects for a South-West power station
when a Commission that investigated the
matter a few years ago, without knowing
anything about the Fremauotle project, re-
commended that it was rot a feasible pro-
position.

The Minister for Works: You are on the
wrong traek.

Mr. SEWARD: I have {o be convineed
of that. All that members on this side of
the House have to guide them are the news-
paper veports. I would lLike information
from the Government why this committee
was appointed to review work done so re-
cently.

The Minister for Works: That has alveady
been explained six times.

Mr. SEWARD: T have yet to be convinged
that it i3 economical to drag train-loads of
coal from the country to Perth to be turned
into electricity. Now it is proposed to ¢on-
vey estra train-loads to Fremantle to feed
that power house. Why is not electricity
generated at Collie or at the pit’s mouth and
electricity sent over the wires?

Mr, Cross: Yon have not read the report
on your desk.

Mr. SEWARD: I know perfectly well
that in the report made by the last Royal
Commission it was stated there would he a
wastage of electricity by sending it over the
wires for that distance. It was not ex-
plained why eleetricity can be transported
over long distances in other countries, and
cven in Vietoria, where it is generated at
Yallourn. If that is done in other places, I
cannot see what particular ohstaele there is
in the way of its heing done here. It should
he far better than dragging the coal all that
way and occupying so mueh of the rolling-
stoeck of the Railway Depariment.

The Minister for Works: More power is
generated in Melbourne than at Yalloura.

Mr. SEWARTD: That does not mean to
sny that some of it is not generated at Yal-
louen. T am aware that the project to cstab-
lish a power station at Yallourn was held
up for years beeause of the fierce opposition
from an influential Melbonrne daily. It
advanced all sorts of exenses and delaved
the introduection of the scheme which, how-
ever, is operating now. It is high time we
had a public works committee because in
the immediate future, I suppose—and hope
—there will be manv projects put in hand
by the Government of this State, with or
without Commonwealth assistance, and a
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commiitec would be of inestimable value to
this State in dealing with those matters and
making recommendations to Parliament. In
that way Parliament would have information
hefove it when it was asked to authorise the
expenditure of such a large amount as is
indieated will be required for the Fremantle
project. I have a word or two to say about
the Edueation Department.

I am sorry the Minister for Eduea-
tion has bad to be ealled nway and is not
in his seat. He having been a teacher, T
hope that he will infuse more new life into
this backwater department than has been
evident in reecent years. I have already had
indications that the Minister is going fo o
that, snd I sincerely hope he will not let
any influences deter him. I wish to say
something about a new branch of educa-
tion that has been developed recently. I
refer to the physieal fitness branch. If amy-
hody imagines we have so much money that
we can afford to waste—and I use the word
deliberately—<£9,833 a year on physieal fit-
ness, I entirely disagree with him. As a
matter of faet I view this matter very
seviously. It seems to me that in launching
ont on this new physical fitness scheme we
arve simply falling into line with our present
enemies. We liad pictures shown to us of
the wvonth of Ttaly and Germany doing
physical excrcises far more than anything
else. There is no need for this business in
our glovions elimate. It would be far hetter
if the members of the teaching profession
were to do more feaching and less physical
fitness work.

The Minister for Works: The Armyv ve-
eords may prove otherwise.

Mr. SEWARD: I am glad te hear Lhat
interjection from the Minister. If he casts
his mind baek o few years he will recolleet
that one of the attributes of the first ALF,
waa that it was eonsidered by other conntries
to he an ountstanding body of men. Those
men were not stripped to the waist as little
ehildven are now in the middle of winter.

The Minister for Works: They reccived a
lot of attention before they were 100 per
cent, [it.

My, SEWARD: T would flog the man who
takes out these little ehildren stripped to
the waist in the winter months. There is no
need for it. It is a new eraze started by
some ¢rank. T hope the Minister for Henlth
will Ao something abont it. The soldiers of
the first ALF. used to do this training in



272

shorts and singlets, not stripped to the waist.
Today you see soldiers travelling in trucks
through various towns without any clothing
on the top part of their bodies.

The Minister for Justice: The troglodites
had nothing to wear.

Mr. SEWARD: T have no objeetion to the
Minister being a trogledite, but not here.
However, we are not dealing with trogledites
but with the rising generation. It is abhout
time this craze stopped. We are simply
following the example of the people with
whom we arc at war. There would, in a
climate like that of Germany, be an exeuse
to get out and do physical exercises, but not
here. Recently in & country town I was
walking along the street with a friend and
as we passed a house, I said, “Who lives
here? He said, “That is the school teacher.
Youn saw him last night at the physical fit-
ness meeting.” 1 said, “1 thought as much;
[ can see his wife chopping the wood.”
There is nothing glamorous about chopping
wood. You do not need to be half naked
to do that.

The Minister for Mines: I have heard of
a champion woodeutter who gave his wife
a small axe,

Mr. SEWARD: These people can get all
the excreise they want without going in for
thisz physical fitness business. The teachers
should frain the minds of the children
properly, and give them wmore fraining in
connection with nutrition. I was told of a
ease of a little hoy who was sent to school
in the morning after having had only nan
apple for hreakfast. His mother was work-
ing and did not get np until five minutes
hefore the child left for sehool. T snppose
the teachers gave him physical training to
hnild him up into a fine man. If they fed
hin: properly they would he doing a better
joh.

Mr. Marshall: And saw that the mothers
got hetter food hefore the children were
horn.

Mr. SEWARD: Yes. The Minister for
Mines, when speaking tonight, made some
mention of the faet that the Government
was short of money. I am pleased to have
evidence from the new Minister for BEdueca-
tion that that is not going to deter him.
He has undertnken to build a new sehool for
which there was previously no money, If
he is so desperately in need of money I
draw his attention to the fact that there
was a surplus last year of £38,000. In ad-
dition, there is the amount of £9,000 heing
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wasted on the physical fitness craze, and the
Government is asked to give more money lo
the University, so that in all there is the
best part of £50,000 to start with. I hope
the Minister will fizht for his rights.

Mr. Marshall: The Ticensing Board has
nothing to do today.

Mr. SEWARD: We might save a Jot of
money on & few of the heads of depart-
ments too. One would naturally think thal
the policy of the Education Department
would be to place the welfare of the ¢hild
first and the teacher second, but I find that
this is not so. I know of a teacher who has
spent 12 years at a partieunlar school. Dur-
ing that time not one of his pupils has won
a scholarship from the school. If any sug-
gestion is made to bring more c¢hililren to
the sehool by bus he strongly opposes it he-
cause it might mean that he would be re-
moved from where he is, and his desires are
that he be allowed to remain in the town
where he is stationed till he retives and
draws his pension. When children from
that school have gone to other schools their
education has been adversely eriticised. T
have asked for this man te he removed—
not to be disrated—to another school. The
department says it will not move him, That
is not fair.

Mr. Doney: Do you say he should be ro-
moved to another school under another
headmaster?

Mr. SEWARID: He is the headmnsirr.
He may have just got a bit stale because
he has been too long in the distriet. Bat
the welfare of the child should came before
the convenienee of the man. e does not
want to leave that town. I have scen buth
the Dirveetor of Fdueation and the Minister
and they have said, “We will shift him,”
and then changed their minds. 1 hope they
will again chnnge their minds and give that
town o new teacher. T will not mention the
town; it is known to the Minister. The
only other matter I want to touch on is men-
tioned in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech. |
wonld like to eongratulate the Government
on the Speech this year. It is a much more
businesshke docnment than ususl. In<tead
of having a lot of statistics we have a very
caneise statement of what the Government
intends to do during the coming season. 1
want to rvefer to the paragraph which
states—

As a firgt step towards meeting the nente
houging shortage, o programme of 75 housea
has been approved for Western Auatralia,
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This is & matter about which we have heard
i lot, but of the details of which, outside, pos-
sibly, the ranks of the DMinistry, very few
of us know anything. In an endeavour to
obtain some information I asked a fuestion
of the Premier on the 2nd of thix month. I
asked him if he would lay on the Table of
the House copies of plans and specifications
of each type of house it is proposed to erect,
together with the eost of each type. The
Premicr replied that there wounld be many
types of houses huilt; that types to be built
in the country would vary from thosc
erected in the metropolitan area, but that
he would lay on the Table of the House a
plan of each of thosze two {ypes of house.
As T said, this question was asked and
answered on the 2nd August. This is the
24th Aungust, and no plans have vet ap-
peared. Consequently, we are going through
this debate with only a meagre knowledge
of this housing scheme.

If the scheme were a matter only for the
Commonwealth there might be some excuse,
although T do not say that 1 would agrec
with that, but the State has to bear a pro-
portion of the cost of these things. I have
here 2 booklet issued by the Commonwealth
Department of Post-war Reconstruction in
which it states that the Commonwealth has
to bear three-fifths of the loss involved.
The remaining proportion of two-fifths is to
he horne by the States. 1f the State is going
ta hear some of the loss, and appavently a
loss is anticipated, we are entitled to know
the full details. Apart from this phase, we
ought to he given the details of any scheme
for erecting houses for residents of this
State. The Speech states that a programme
for 75 houses has been approved. I believe
that a commencement has been made with
the orection of some of the houses in
country districts and that the foundations
at all events have been laid for some in the
metropolitan area. Therefore it appears
that the work is going on aund that public
money of this State is being expended, and
yet Parliament is given no sey in the mat-
ter.

An cffort was made by the Leader of the
Opposition to get some information. He
asked the Premier n series of questions, and
so far the honourable gentleman has not
seen fit to make any veply to them. It might
he as well to remind members of those (ues-
tions and I hope the Leader of the Opposi-
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tion will not mind my mentioning them.
The questions were—

1. As the tender prices are so much higher
than aunticipated, what steps are being taken
to reduce costs to a more reasonable flgure
than an average of about £300 for u four or
five-roomed weatherboard house?

2, Are the facilities provided in the homes
coneerned of a standard superior to those
hitherto existing in good class workers’ homes
anfl if so to what extent are they better. Do
they incorporate the reduced minimum eeiling
height of 9ft, 6in, mentioned in Press reports,
and is this desirable?

3. What will be the rentals for the homes
costing an average of £863 and £900 re-
spectively?

4. Tr regard to homes to be purchased what
will the terms be and what rate of interest is
involved? Over what period of years will re-
payment be asked?

5. Have any representations been made for
the lifting of National Security restrictions
which prevent farmers and others from ereet-
ing a dwelling to cost more than £450¢ If so,
are thesy restrictions likely to be relaxed in the
near future?

6. Has the Commonwealth direeted the State
to erect homes of any particolar type? If so,
and this invelves the State in any loss on ae-
count of the obvious necessity of keeping the
rental within the ability of the tenant to pay
without hardship, or for any other reason, has
the Commopwealth agreed to indemnify the
State against loss?

7. If the rates of interest involved arc com-
parable with present public loan rates—will
ateps be taken to reduce the rate of intercst on
workers® homes eontracts entered into pre-war!

8. If not will this not ereate a state of af-
fairg nnder which the proprictors of workers’
homes will be divided into two clagses—one at
higher pre-war rates of intercst and the other
at lower rates aud is this desirable? Will he
endeavour to have the necessary cqualising ad-
Justment made?

9. Do eontemplated housing schemes pro-
vide for lromes greatly superior to thelr present
dwellings for fettlers and other railway em-
ployees at country sidings, and if not is it
cxpeeted that early provision will be made?
Those are very pertinent guestions; yet se
far the Premier has made no response to
them. I rvepeat that Parlinment is entitled
to have this information. Another interest-
ing feature I learned from the statement of
the Commonwealth Treasurer is that the
standard of accommodation in these homes
is not to be less than that adopted by the
Victorian Housing Commission. What is
the standard adopted by the Vietorian
Housing Commission? Are we not satisfied
that onr Workers’ Homes Board is capable
of drawing up plans for homes in this State
that we should have to take the plans of
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another State, of which I at any rate know
nothing? We should not do that, The ques-
tion of design should be left to the States,
if only because the climatic conditions differ
so greatly. In faet they differ greatly even
within this State. Surely we would not
allow, say, a Tasmanian to draw up a plan
for houses in this State! The Minister for
Mines spoke about the absurdity of allow-
ing an Eastern States mining man to dictate
the mining poliey of this State. The same
argument applies to the erection of houses.
We have the workers’ homes authorities who
have heen operating for years and are com-
petent to draw up designs for houses in
this State.

Some of those houses are fo be bwit of
briek and some of wood. The Premier, in
referring to the matter the other day,
pointed out that the supply of bricks in the
State is very low and that it has been neces-
sary to obtain the release of men from the
Armed Forces in order to get bricks made.
If there is one thing of which we have a
surplus in this State, surely it is sand, and
excellent cement blocks ean be made with
sand and cement, Often these cement blocks
can be made on the site where the honse is
to stand,

Mr. Cross: There is a shortage of cement,
too.

Mr. SEWARD: I instance a house erceted
in my electorate. It was built of cement
blocks and a better house eould not be found
anywhere. We have any quantity of sand,
and if cement bloeks were made on the spot,
the question of transport difliculties would
not arise. Bricks, however, cannot he made
anywhere. The whole matter is one that
should be closely examined by an expert com-
inission. In a hook T was reading recently was
a chapter referring to Japanese houses. I
would not say that they would be at all suit-
able for this country. The point I want te
make is that the fashion in hohses has
changed very rapidly in the last few years.
In the days of my youth it was the prae-
tice to build large and substantial houses,
excellent stroctures that would stand for
years. Such houses nowadays, however,
are a drug on the market. They cannot he
let, und if they eannot he converted into
fiats, they are usually let as boarding houses
at an absurd rental because the owner has
to take any rental he ean get for them.

I mention this to show how the fashion
in houses has changed. With the houses in
Japan, it seems to be a common practice to
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take all the walls down on oceusion and re-
erect them in o different position, which
gives u completely new house. As fashions
in houses change, it might not be advisable
or cconomical to erect strongly built brick
houses. The member for Murray-Wellington
spoke of pre-fabricated houses. I have an
interesting illustration of a pre-fabrieated
house that appeared in a New Zealand
paper. 1 do not say that the actual design
would be suitable for Western Australia
but this house was erected in 10 days for o
eost of £G73. The eottage is cqnipped wiik
a coal-cooking range, hot and cold water,
poreelain bath and basin, copper and tubs,
and is connected with the town sewerage.
New Zealand is not a couniry where cheap
labour oy cheap conditions gencrally obtain.
There is no rcason to assume that what can
be done in New Zealand for £675 cannot be
carried out in Western Australin for a
somewhat similar sum.

This is a subject that eould well be in-
vestigated hefore we find ourselves landed
with a great many of the honses that have
been suggested, whiech are likely to prove
more expensive than need he and will pos-
sibly take longer to eonstruet than should
be 1necessary. 1 have particulars of twe
very intevesting cases to eite to the ITonse.
According to the Federal Treasurer's stute-
ment, he cstimates that the eost of a brick
house containing two bedvooms will he £050
and one with (hree bedrooms, £1,200, while
for houses constructed of timber the prices
are estimated at £850 and £1,000 respec-
tively.

T have had two examples of houses con-
structed in this State brought under my
notiee, The first refers to a house that was
construeted ut Katanning in aboat 1436. It
was put up by contract—it was a brick
house built on the time-payment system—
and the total cost was £900. The lounge was
a room 18ft. x 18ft., with a vevessed brick
fireplace. It had a jarrah grille and a beam
celling. There were lead-light doors opening
inte a drawing-reom, the dimensions of
which were 1Gft. x 14ft. The kitchen was
12ft. x 12ft. and the principal hedrosm was
16ft. x LGft. with a hay window which was
lead-lighted. The spare hedroom was a room
12ft, x 12ft. The hathvoom had in it a
sunken poreclain bath, a large hand-basin
and a bath-heater. The back verandah was
a large one and there was a laundry at-
tached. The house had a tiled roof, which
was gabled, and the ceilings of the
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room were 11ft. 6in. high. In addition,
there was a stone wall erected in fromt of
the block. It was a splendid house con-
structed at a cost of £000 on the time-pay-
ment system, Yet under the Federal Trea-
surer's scheme, the people here may be
asked to pay £1,200 for a house with three
bedrooms!

Mr. Cross: Did the man pay union wages?

Mr. SEWARD: As he was a contractor
there would be no doubt ahout the wages.
1 have another instance to cite. I was pay-
ing a visit to the enstern part of my elec.
torate and spent a night with the farmer
who had erected the eement brick house to
which I made reference earlier in my re-
marks. The centre I was'visiting is 250
miles from Perth and 20 miles from the
railway. The cement block house had a
bungalow roof and a 10ft. verandah all
round. It contained two bedrooms, the
dimensions of one being 16ft. x 12ft. and
of the other 14ft. x 12ft. The lounge was
18ft. x 16ft.; the kitchen 19ft. x 12ft.; the
pantry, 6ft. x 12ft.; vhe bathroom, 9ft. x
12ft.; and the laundry, 12ft. x 10ft. The
laundry was included in the building itself
and if an additional hedroom were required
as the family increased it could be econverted
into another bedroom. The height of the
walls was 10f1. That house was eonstructed
at a total cost of £800. Although it was a
cement brick house, it had a jarrah dado
about 8ft. high all round the lounge. The
doors opened outwards so that on a hot
night the house eould be opened up to allow
the free passage of air. Members may be
interested to know that the cost of the
dwelling, namely, £500, was made up of the
following items: Timber, iron, cement, ecte.,
£350; railage, £75; labour huilding, £265;
enrtage, sand, stone, gravel, and materials,
ete., from siding and sundries, approxi-
mately £110.

The Minister for Works: Did the farmer
include something in the price for his own
labour ?

Mr. SEWARD: I have given the House
the total cost of the building. I wish it was
not siteated so far away for I would like
to issue an invitation to members to inspeet
it. Tt is a type of house that could very
well be erected throughout our eountry dis-
triets. Tt provides a maximum of comfort,
being warm in winter and ool in summer.

The Minister for Justice: Where was that
home built?

[1z]
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Mr. SEWARD: At Graham Rock, which
18 20 miles from Hyden. There is another
feature of the Commonwealth Housing
Scheme to which I take the greatest excep-
tion. It is that no provision has been made
in the scheme for erceting houses for
farmers. Only yesterday I made inquiries
and was told that the scheme made no pro-
vision for that phase. There is a kind of
hoteh-poteh arrangement. I know that be-
cause of an experience I had with one of
my constituents, He is a farmer who was
tired of living by himself and wanted to
get married, He had o shack on his pro-
perty but it was not suitable from the stand-
point of repairing it, and he asked for per-
misston to build a house. T secured the
necessary forms for him and in due course
the following reply was received from the
Workers’ Homes Board—

I have to advise that in order to conserve
building materials and labour the coat of dwell-
ings in essential and necessitous eages has been

restricted by the Director General, Department
of War Organisation of Industry, to £400.

Mr. Watts: Disorganisation of industry.

Mr. SEWARD: That is more like it. Here
we have it made clear that homes for ecity
people ean cost £1,200, but the home for the
unfortunate farmer must not eost more than
£410. The reply continued—

As it appears impracticable to removate or
repair the existing structure, the application
could be submitted to the Deputy Director,
War Organisation of Industry, for comsidera-
tion if the applicant is prepared to modify his
needs on the basis of a dwelling costing £400,
cxcluding freight, It is suggested that he give
consideration to the erection of a dwelling of
say, three rooms, costing approximately £+00
at the present, with provision for the additional
rooms, verandahs, ete., to be erected at a later
date when conditions improve.

That is not satisfactory to me nor do I think
it would appeal te other members on the
Opposition side of the House. We are will-
ing to assist in any scheme to improve the
housing eonditions for our people. They are
entitled to decent conditions, but we are not
prepared to support any scheme that favours
one scetion only of the eommunity. Any
sich scheme should apply equally to all
sections. Then I have a reply from the
Workers' Homes Board dealing with another
application—

With reference to your application for ap-
proval to obtain a building permit, I desire to
advise that the proposal has been given full

eonsideration, but I regret the Deputy Director,
War QOrganisation of Industry, is unable to ap-
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prove it. He has suggested, however, that you
renew your application in six months’ time
when it will receive further consideration.
That reply was received by a man who had
taken over g farm and intended to be mar-
ried. There was no building on the place
and he was particularly anxious to utilise his
spare time between shearing and harvesting
in making cement bricks for a new house.
His application could not be approved; he
was told to remew it in six months' time!
The manner in which these applications has
been dealt with seems to indicate that proper
consideration has not been given to the matter
and certainly adequate information has not
been made available to the public regarding
the details of the housing scheme. In view
of these circumstances, I move an amend-
ment—

That the following words be added to the
Address-in-reply:—*‘but regrets that this
House has not already been placed in possession
of complete details of any post war housing
plans that have been agreed upon between the
Commonwealth and State Governments speei-
fying the types of houses to be erected, to-
gother with the estimated cost and rental of
each type—

(a) in the metropolitan area;

(b) in country towms;

(¢} on farms
together with the priority allotted to each
class.”’

On motion by the Minister for Works, de-
bate adjourned.

House qdjourned at 9.10 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—W.A. BARLEY BOARD,
"As to Tabling Balance Sheet.
Hon. G. B. WOOD asked the Chief Sec-
retary:
Will the Chief Secretary lay on the Table
of the House an annual balanee sheet,
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showing all figures relating to the W.A.
Barley Board’s activities?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

Yes. Audited statement of aceounts will
be available in the near future.

MOTION--FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST ACT.

To Disallow Bagged-Wheat Charges
Regulation.

Debate resumed from the 22nd August
on the following motion by Hon. C. F.
Baxter:—

That new regulation No. 148 made under
the Fremantle Harbour Trust Act, 1902, aa
published in the ‘‘Government Gazette’' of
the 24th December, 1943, and laid on the
Table of the House on the 1st August, 1944,
be and is hereby disallowed.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [4.36]: I am
afraid that Mr. Baxter, when moving the
motion, omitted to give to the House a
full pieture of all the ecirenmstances com-
nected with the disallowance of the regula-
tion. Therefore, in opposing the motion,
I deem it necessary to furnish the House
with certain details which I gave on a pre-
vious occasion when the House did disal-
low a regulation desling with this subject.
In the first place I consider it necessary
to point out that therc has always been a
special sehedule for the handling of bagged
wheat, and that in the early days, before
the advent of hulk-handling, all wheat ex-
ported from Fremantle was despatched in
bags. TUpon the advent of bulk handling
and the gradual irerease in the number of
railway sidings equipped with bulk handling
facilities, the quantity of wheat exported
in bags from Fremantle gradually de-
creased; so much so that at one time the
quantity exported in bags was only a few
hundred thousand bushels.

Although during this period there has
been a consistent loss on the handling of
bagged-wheat, the Fremantle Harbour Trust
believing that bagged wheat would be
exported in smaller and smaller quanti-
ties, was prepared to carry the loss in-
volved in connection with the charge then
operating. A few years ago, however, a
change came over the situation, and in-
stead of the exports of bagged-wheat being
further reduced, the guantity shipped from
Fremantle rose to very large proportions,
with the result that the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust in one year showed a loss of



